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Keep the Faith!

How to Avoid Being Pulled Down by Loved Ones Who Have Left the Family

My dearest Family,

ETER and | loveyou somuch. We resoproud

of all of you who are holding on to your
faith, fighting to obey the Word, and recommit-
ting yourselves as the Lord’s disciples every
day.

2. We'refacing some stormsasa Family,
but that shouldn’t surpriseus. TheLord fore-
warned us from our beginning that as we got
closer tothe End, thingswere going to get harder,
that we were going to face more of astruggle.

3.Akeytokeepingthel ord’sper spective
on thestor msand strugglesthat weface—and
it's crucia to keep the Lord’s perspective, as
otherwise the difficulties and troubles can be
overly wearying—isto remember that we'rein
avery great spiritual battle. | know we' vetalked
about that so much that it sounds redundant or
like acliché. But that's the reason we' re going
through the things we are—both asa Family as
well as each of usin our personal lives.

4. That isthebigpicture: We'reinavery
intense spiritual battle.
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children, friendsand loved oneswho haveleft
the Family turning against us. It'sadifficult
subject to even talk about, because there are
many sides, many factors, many differencesin
each instance, and it’s sensitive—because those
who have left are our loved ones, and they’re
dear to our hearts. | would venture to say that
just about everyonein the Family has probably
had arelative or close loved one leave. So this
affects all of us. But we have to talk about it,
because the Lord has answers that He wants to
givethat will makethe battle easier—both for us
and for them.

6. There' sahugerange of attitudesand
relationships among our children and loved
oneswho haveleft. Somearebitter, angry, and
vindictive. Others are unhappy and struggling.
Othersareindifferent toward the Family, or fairly
contentintheir new lifestyle. Othersremain very
hungry for the Word, counsel, love and fellow-
ship.
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7.1 don’t liketodwell on the negative, but
thisGN isgoingtofocusmainly on your rela-
tionship with those who have bitterness or
grudgesagainst you or against the Family, or
who even go further than that and are actively
working against us. But beforewe get into that,
let me say that there are many former members
whodon't fall intothat category at all. Infact, in
comparison to the many thousands of former
members, just avery small but very vocal min-
ority fall into that category.

8. Wehavemany former member swho till
appreciateour loveand communication, and do
their best to stay positive and dwell on thethings
we havein common. We are proud of them, and
urge you to help and encourage and support
and feed them spiritually in whatever waysthe
Lord shows you are appropriate in your situa-
tion.

9.It’snot easy for our young peoplewho’'ve
left the Family to be out on their own, sur-
rounded by so much negativeinfluenceand bit-
terness, especially now that our enemies have
launched an all-out attack to pull more of our
young people over totheir side—barraging them
with negative input, and in some cases even of -
fering financial payment to speak against us.
Those who have withstood that and stayed true
to what they know is right deserve a tremen-
dous amount of credit and appreciation. They
are on Peter’s and my daily prayer list, and we
hope they're on yours, too. They really need
our prayersand afirm support base of uncondi-
tional love, asthe battleisvery intense and they
have to face it alone. We want them to feel our
loveand our prayers, wewant themto havetheir
needs met, and we're very proud of them for
choosing to do something productive with their
livesrather than dwell on the past and any bitter-
ness they might have.

10. However, inthisGN we regoingtotalk
mor eabout the subject of our young people—
children and loved ones—whohaveleft and are
antagonistic, negative, and want you to know
about it. I'm sorry we have to talk about this
topic, but asl said earlier, the L ord has solutions
He wants to give us. He doesn’t want us to be

estranged from them, and He doesn’t want walls
of bitterness or hurt to exist between us. Of
coursg, al we can do is our part, and they also
haveto do theirs. But the Lord gives counsel in
this GN that | think will help to put things in
perspective for many of you, so that you can be
doing your part—both of loving and forgiving
and communicating wisely, as well as staying
on the wall of your high calling and not being
pulled down by the guilt, condemnation or dis-
couragement that the Enemy would liketo place
upon youl.

11. That’stheway theEnemy would loveto
usethesedifficultiesthemost. If hecan’t weaken
your faith or cause you to give up serving the
Lord, he would like to make the burden of guilt
and condemnation and discouragement so
heavy that it completely snuffsout your joy and
your faith, and pretty soon you won’t be ableto
carry on with the same strength and determina-
tion.

12. If he can get you listening to every-
thing that those who haveleft and are bitter
say, and get you totakeit personally, accepting
theblame and guilt he wantsyou to feel and
dwelling on it—which is easy to do if they’'re
your children or loved ones and you feel respon-
sible for what they went through or are going
through—then it destroysyour faith to continue
on for the Lord. You'll wind up fedling like a
failure, and that train of thought will continue
until your faith to keep on serving the Lord, put-
ting Him first and following Hislead even when
it means sacrifices, will be completely destroyed,
kaput, nil!

13.1'm not saying that ther € sno element
of truth in what thosewho haveleft and ar ebit-
ter say. | know that we have all made mistakes
—thereisn’'t a parent on this Earth who hasn't
made mistakes in the rearing of their children.
And some of those mistakes did affect somekids
negatively, whichisvery sad. I’ m not minimiz-
ing that. We have apol ogized many timesfor the
mistakesthat we made asleadershipinthe Fam-
ily, whenwedidn’t put in place good safeguards
and rules or emphasize more of abaanceto some
of the extremes that people tended to. We are



genuinely sorry. And I’ m surethat there are per-
sonal mistakesthat you as aparent or loved one
made which were also hurtful, and you should
bewilling to apologize for those and do what is
necessary to make things right again.

14. But you havetogototheLord tofind
out what thosewer e. Not everything that ayoung
person wishes was different about his or her
childhood is necessarily amistake on your part.
And especially once people become bitter, their
recollection of the past becomes very different
and is sometimes distorted. So that’swhereyou
have to go to the Lord and let Him sort out for
you what things could or should have been done
better, what things you should apologizefor, and
what things are just lies of the Enemy, distor-
tions of the truth, and the voice of bitterness
speaking. Our Husband and Good Shepherd will
then also be able to encourage you and show
you how to rectify things, what you can do to
make the situation better, or what stepsyou can
take toward helping your child or friend to find
closure, so that they can move on with their life
and find something that will make them happy.

15. Pleaseremember that wein the Family
arenot theonly oneswho haveriftswith our
children, or who have peopleleavetheir group
and become bitter. We' re not the only parents
whose children wish they had been borninto a
different situation. But who in theworld getsto
choose what situation they’re born into? I'm
sure that many of the poor children in India or
Africawish they had been born into rich fami-
liesin the U.S. or the western world. I'm sure
that those born to military parents who have to
travel and live in places they don’t like wish
that they had been born to some more settled
and stable profession. And there are thousands
upon thousands of other missionaries of all dif-
ferent faiths and religionswho have also chosen
toraisefamiliesinthe ministry they have given
their lives to, and some of their kids come to
disikeit aswell.

16. Thelifeof amissionary isn’'t for every-
one. And especially inagroup like ours, which
academics call a “high commitment” group,
there will be people who wind up leaving and

being bitter or unhappy about things, because
we're different from mainstream society. But
that’s the life that we have chosen as disciples,
missionaries, and professional Christians.

17. In partsof thisGN I'm going to talk
quitestrongly about resistingthe Enemy’ sat-
tacks, being militant against them, and not giv-
ingthe Enemy your ear. | want to clarify right
from the beginning that I’'m not talking about
our young people or other ex-membersasbeing
“the enemy.” The Enemy is the Devil, Satan,
Lucifer, the accuser of the saints. He will try to
get in in any way he can. He'll use anything or
anyone to try to hinder and stop the work of
God. That we know. We also know that we love
our children and loved ones who’ve left. That
has not changed. We may not see eye to eye,
and in some cases, if we can't resolve thingsto
reach astate of being amicable, we might choose
to not have as much contact or communication
aswe'd like for thetime being. But that doesn’t
mean we think they’re “the enemy” or that we
love them any less.

18. It alsodoesn’'t mean that we' Il stop fight-
ing the Enemy, evenif hetriesto use our loved
ones and children to get us to come down off
thewall of our calling or compromise our faith.
We Il continueto fight the Enemy with all we've
got, and we'll continue to love our children and
thosewho have | eft the Family just as much. We
must makethat distinction clear. Otherwiseit can
be almost unbearabletotalk about if it’snot clear
who we' re fighting and who we' re against.

19. Whilewe reon thesubject of whowe're
fighting, we know that there are some very
power ful principalitiesof thespiritual world that
arefighting us. The Vandari, for one, are con-
stantly looking for any way to hinder and stop
our work for the L ord. Some of our young people
out of the Family have the impression that we
call them the Vandari. That is not the case. As
you know, if you read the Letter carefully (see
“Pray, Obey and Prepare,” ML #3420, GN 1007),
theVandari are spiritual beings, demonsthat ook
for any way possible to cause trouble. In some
cases our young peopl e outside the Family who
have allowed themselves to become very bitter



and hateful are manipulated or influenced by
the Vandari to try to hurt others of the Lord's
children. But the Vandari are a spiritual enemy
that we haveto fight in the spirit—just like Pan,
Bacchus, Lethargy and all the rest—and they
sure try to cause us trouble. They also try to
use our ex-members against us—except that in
many cases, because of their bitterness and
hatred and rejection of thetruth, some ex-mem-
bers are much more susceptibleto their attacks,
and are easier prey.

Sorting the Truths
From the Untruths

20. One of themain topics| want to ad-
dressinthisGN isthecondemnation and guilt
that many of you parents feel because of the
bitterness of your children who have left, and
the way they blame you for so much that they
don't like. Central to being ableto deal withthe
situation, put it in perspective and handle things
in away that generates a positive outcome, is
realizing that the Enemy is using this as an at-
tack on your faith and your service to the Lord,
plainand simple. | know someof youwon't like
me spiritualizing it like that, but that’s the bot-
tomline. That doesn’t mean our former members
are the enemy, or even that they all have mali-
ciousintent intheir accusationsand blame. Some
do, but some are just genuinely unhappy and
need help. But the Enemy wantsto use al their
unhappiness, accusations, blame and bitterness
against you, and he will, if you let him.

21. Somethingthat’svery important tore-
member inyour interactionswith former mem-
bers, especially if they'rebitter, isthat in order
to be ableto answer them wisely and help them
pull through to have happy, productive lives,
you must keep your faith strong. You have to
take the high moral ground of not being pulled
down into their bitterness and doubts. If you
allow your faith to be weakened or destroyed,
both of you will have lost your perspective on
theissues, and you won't be able to help them.

22. That’seasier said than donewhen you
feel for them, and especially when they make
you feel guilty or likeall their problemsareyour

fault or the Family’sfault. But that’swhere you
have to take things to the Lord and ask Him to
help you put things back into perspective. While
you're under the Enemy’s heavy cloud of guilt
and condemnation, everything iswrong, every-
thingisbad, everything you ever did wasamis-
take—and when you believe that, it's imposs-
ible to sort the good from the bad or put things
in perspective.

23. So first you have to realize how the
Enemy is trying to cripple your usefulness
through thisattack. And he usesthe bitterness
of some of our former member children or loved
onesto makeit very persona, very painful and
believable. That doesn’t mean you didn’t make
mistakes or that you' re exonerated of all respon-
sibility. It just meansyou haveto recognizethis
device of the Enemy so that you can have faith
to do what the Lord shows you to make things
right, and continue on for Him.

24, Again, I'm not saying that there was
never a mistake made or something that
shouldn’t have happened. Mistakesdid happen.
Some of the mistakeswerevery seriousand hurt-
ful, likethe onesinvolving sexually inappropri-
ate behavior or harsh disci pline—both of which
should never have happened. (See“ An Answer
to Him That Asketh Us!” ML #3016, Lifelines
22.)) I'm not trying to justify or gloss over the
mistakes with a “who cares’ attitude. It would
have been so much better if mistakes hadn’t
happened. We are truly sorry for them, and you
should betoo, if you were involved. But some-
timesthey do happen—everywhereintheworld,
in every circle of society, not just in the Family.
And alesson that everyone on Earth hasto learn
at some point in their life is: When you're
wronged in some way, when amistake happens
that affects you, there are ways to get over it.
Therearewaystorectify the problem. Thereare
waysto bringit to closure. Thetest of aperson’s
successisn'ttheir ability to eliminateall the prob-
lemsintheir life, but their ability to work out and
work through the difficulties as they arise.

25. In thecaseof someof our former mem-
ber swho have becomebitter and areturning
and railing on you astheir friendsor parents



or othersin theFamily for mistakes and prob-
lemsintheir lives, thereisno all-encompassing
act that can be done to help them over the bit-
ternessthey fedl, right thewrongsthey feel have
been doneto them, and clarify their perception
of how they were treated or what happened to
them. Every situationisdifferent and every prob-
lem that happened in anyone’s life has to be
handled individually. That'swhere you haveto
seek the Lord as to what He wants you to do.
Peter and | have apologized for the mistakes of
the Family as a whole. There are likely some
thingsthat you' Il need to apologize for person-
aly aswell.

Putting Things in Perspective

26. FollowingisamessagefromthelLord
for you par entsthat helpsto put thingsin per-
pectiveasfar aswhat weremistakesand what
wer e not. Some former member young people
feel that you were negligent parents because
you didn’'t allow them to go to System schoal,
have System friends, listen to System music,
explore other religions or ideol ogies, etc. Some
even complain that they didn’t have a choice
about being in the Family, or what country they
wanted to livein asthey were growing up. Others
complain that they were brought up in such a
trusting environment that they weren’t prepared
for the deceitfulness, selfishness, and lack of
trust in the System. It's becoming a more com-
mon thread that comes up, most likely because
they talk to each other and communicate online,
validate each other’scomplaints, and often adopt
the gripes of other former membersastheir own.

27.But toput thingsin per spective, since
when do any underage kidsin theworld tell
their parentswhat todoin theseways? Kidsof
all walks of life have no choice in where they
live, what jobs their parents have, where they
go to school, or how much they see or don’t
see their parents.

28. Thismentality that someof our former
member shavetaken on of “ being wronged”
becausethey weren't given the choiceof what
lifestylethey wereraised in causes them ex-
treme heartache. And the Enemy usesthese

fedingsfrom your former member childrento
makeyou feel bad and guilty, likeyou failed
your kids. But you’ ve got to step back from the
forest alittle bit so that you can seethetrees. Of
course, mistakes were made, and some things
that you did were probably not the best. But
who ever had anidyllic childhood?It'sunrealis-
tic for your former member childrento be accus-
ing you and saying you were terrible parents,
just because some things weren't perfect or to
their current liking or way of thinking. Themess-
age that the Enemy would love to make you be-
lieve is that you were irresponsible, unfit, co-
erced by “thecult,” blind followerswho damaged
your kids, etc. The Enemy isusing thistrain of
thought, these accusations, to weaken you par-
ents, to try to hurt your faith, to make you feel
guilty.

29. Goingback towhat | said earlier, | know
that mistakesweremade, and I’ m not discount-
ing those or trying to gloss over them. Dad,
Peter, and | have apologized for the things that
were our responsibility as the leadership of the
Family, and we have taken concrete steps to
ensure that those things never happen again.
And if there are issues that come up from your
past, each of youwill need to seek the L ord about
how to rectify thingsand if there’ sanything else
you should do to make amends for things that
were wrong or handled badly. We'll talk more
about that later on. But first you need to realize
that the heavy feelings of guilt, despair, and
“everything'sruined” arefromthe Enemy. Here's
what our wise and loving Husband had to say
on this matter.

30. (Jesus speaking:) You've heard this
before, but let Meremind you of it again—fed-
ingsof condemnation areof theEnemy. I1f you're
ever tempted tofed under condemnation about
something, or if othersmakeyou feel guilty and
condemned by their words or actions, you can
be sure thisis not of My Spirit.

31. Thespirit of placing blameand accus-
ing, causing guilty fedingsand condemnation
isnot of Me, but isof theEnemy. You must rec-
ognize it as such and not allow yourself to ac-



cept it and fall under the condemnation of the
Enemy. It'snatural to feel you could have done
more as a parent, that you should have given
more of yourself, your prayers, your time, your
everything. It’s because you are good parents
that you wish you had done more. It’s because
you genuinely love your children and are con-
cerned about their happiness and welfare.

32. At thesametime, | ask you not to beat
yourself up for any lacks, and especially don’t
blame yourself for your grown children’s prob-
lemstoday. Your children haveto maketheir own
choices in life, and if they choose to be bitter,
you can and should try to help them, but in order
to get over it, they must make a conscious per-
sonal decision to do so.

33. Everyonehasproblems. Problemsare
part of lifeand part of My plantogivepeoplethe
opportunity todraw closer toMethrough their
desperation and seeking of M e, and alsototeach
them lessonsof lifeand maturity and givethem
opportunitiesfor growth. If you of thefirst gen-
eration had not had problems growing up, you
wouldn’t have felt such a need for change in
your lifeand such astrong attraction to My Spirit.
Your problemsworked together for good to bring
youinto the Family and full-time serviceto Me.
It's the same with today’s younger generation,
both in and out of the Family—I allow them to
have problems, and | hope that they will draw
closer to Me through them. The spiritual prin-
cipleis till the same—battles can equal good;
battles can equal growth and victory. That's not
to excuse you or anyone else for mistakes that
were made, but the point isthat your kidswould
have problemsand face difficultiesinlifeevenif
you were perfect. | allow problems to test the
human spirit, and everyone on Earth hasto learn
to deal with problems, mistakesand difficulties.

34.1 know it’smor edifficult toremember
that when it involvesyour own children, espe-
cially when they voicetheir bitternesstoward
you and blameyou for their situation and prob-
lems. But remember that you are not respon-
sible for your adult children’s actions. You're
not responsible for any bitterness or hateful
attitudes, even if they want to place the blame

onyou, evenif they tell you you' reresponsible
—you're not responsiblefor their bitternessand
unhappiness. You might be responsible for the
things that they’ re bitter about, but no one has
to be bitter and unhappy about the past. You
can get over it. Thereisdeliverancefrom bitter-
nessin Me, but it'sup to theindividual to reach
out for it and accept forgiveness.

35. My childhood upbringingwasn’t per-
fect either. | had to go through childhood like
other children do in order to understand human
nature and difficulties. | had to let go of what |
considered unfair treatment by My earthly par-
ents. | had to choose to accept what | consid-
ered unfair rules and discipline and boundaries
by them. All children go through a period of
rebellious behavior toward rules and what they
consider the lacksin their upbringing.

36. Through My Own childhood | learned
that it’soften natural for older children and
junior teenstofed their parentsareunfair in
some aspects of their upbringing. It's part of
growing up. But most teens get over these re-
sentful feelings once they take on more respon-
sibility themselves, or once they become par-
ents. It's when they don’'t get over it and they
continueto hold grudgesandill feelingstoward
their parents that the Enemy can use it to make
them very unhappy, bitter, and to take on a sour
perspective on life. He will also useit to try to
condemn or discourage the parentsin someway
and separate you from your children.

37. Especially with you par entsin theFam-
ily who havegiven your livestoMe, he'll try to
use such situationsto hurt your faith in Me
and the Family, and cause you to feel so con-
demned and guilty that you even consider put-
ting down your crown of service. He'll try to
persuade you to give it al up—your ministry,
your service and place onthemission field, your
faith and beliefs, your calling—all of itin order
to somehow prove that you've seen the light,
and as some type of restitution to your antag-
onistic children.

38. But thisis an outright attack of the
Evil One! You do not owe your children pen-
ance because you weren't a perfect parent. You



don’t deserve to be punished and made to feel
guilty because their childhood wasn’t perfect.
You must believe Me when | say this, because
otherwise the Enemy will continue to use your
bitter, backdidden childrento makeyoufee con-
demned and guilty and awful no matter what
you do, when you should feel proud of thewon-
derful Christian upbringing you gave them.

39. They may wish they’d had adifferent
upbringing, but that’s not groundsfor false ac-
cusations about their upbringing—how “evil”
it was, etc. They might feel that way, but it
doesn’t make it the truth.

40. Dear parentsof antagonistic children,
you must recognize where accusations and
blamethr owing come from—they spring from
awell of bitterness, and the source of that con-
demnation and bitternessisthe Enemy. So when
you hear your own children accuse and berate
you, blameyou, and try to place guilt upon you,
remember that it’s not the wholetruth—even if
they think it is. Ask Meto explain the situation
toyou, to talk to you about the particular accu-
sations leveled against you and to show you
how | seeit and what really happened.

41.1t’svery important that you don’t just
accept everything that antagonistic former
member saccuseyou of without askingMeto
giveyou thetruth. Thisisespecially truewhen
it comesfrom your own children, because natu-
rally you feel for them and want to believe them
and help them. So you must be extra prayerful
about the things they tell you if they cause you
to feel guilty and condemned, or to waver in
your convictions and faith.

42. Some of your former member young
peopleareof themindset that their problems
today aredirectly related totheir upbringingin
the Family, and in fact, that their parents, teach-
ers, and shepherds are to blame. Some former
member young people openly accuse their par-
ents and blame them for such things as not hav-
ing the material possessions they wanted; not
having their parents’ attention and timeasmuch
asthey wanted; being restricted in what friends
or teachers they had, what schooling they had,
what country they lived in, what they were al-

lowed to do with their freetime, etc.

43. Theseformer member young peopleare
of themindset that if they’ d had thetypeof up-
bringing they wanted, thingswould bediffer-
ent for them today, their futurewould not have
been “ruined,” etc. They also fed judtified in
blaming their parentsfor what they consider lacks
in their upbringing, saying that it's because of
their parents' choice to put Me first and obey
Methat they, their children, suffered. Thismind-
set and way of thinking is not only inaccurate
and wrong, but it'salso just plain unfruitful and
will only lead to more bitterness and resentment
—which, as you know, only serves to hold the
person back and stunt their happiness and spiri-
tual growth.

44. Thefirst step for you totakeistoreal-
izethat you arenot obligated, nor isit even a
good idea, to accept and bear all of their com-
plaints and bitter ness. Next, you should ask
Me about them, and let Me sort the good from
the bad, the truth from the distortion or miscon-
ception or outright untrue. You' d be amazed just
how much that one step of hearing from Mewill
help. After that, you will be moreready to goon
to the next steps of apologizing, making things
right, and doing your part to help them move
on. (End of message from Jesus.)

“My Life Is Ruined!”

45. (Mama:) Marc and Claire, who
read an advance copy of thisL etter, com-
mented on the tendency of some for mer
member stofed victimized, and suggested
that they’reusingthewrong standar d of
comparison.

46. “My life was ruined” or “I have
seen many livesruined” isatypical state-
ment that we run into alot with apostates.

47. When we hear former members say-
ing their lives are “ruined,” we can’t help
but wonder what measuring stick they’re
using. Certainly, if a young person gets
caught in the very sad lamentable cycle of
drugs, alcohol abuse and crimethat issuch




aproblemin society itself, that can becomea
ruined life and is very heartbreaking and a
matter of great concern. But when a young
person who has a scholarship in university,
hasagreat job, girlfriend or boyfriend, and is
moderately successful in the System saystheir
life was “ruined” because they grew upin a
high commitment religiousgroup, wejust have
ahard time buying into that western mindset.

48. Many seemto believethat every child
born in the Family is supposed to live in a
western upper middle class standard, and if
not, they are deprived, abused, dysfunctional
and handicapped for life. That just isn’t real-
igtic, inour opinion. Actualy, only by thegrace
of God do our kids have such a wonderful,
protected, nurtured life, as if you go by the
odds of statistics, any one of our kids could
have been born in Afghanistan to apoor goat-
herder with no future, or to a poor family in
Mexico, where many kids have to go out to
the streets every day to support their par-
ents’ alcoholism, meanwhilewalking around
with no shoes. Or they could have been raised
in a cycle of discrimination and poverty so
prevaent in ethnic slumsin the United States.

49. It's sad that some of our kids who
leave make their parents feel that their lives
were so bereft of their basic needsinstead of
counting themselves amongst the fortunate
minority intheworld! Recently, when visiting
relatives in Argentina, we went to visit our
nephew there (heis native Argentine). At 30
years of age, heis still unemployed, with no
hope for the future, and has never even trav-
eled outside the city areahewas born in. He
can’'t get married to hisgirlfriend because he
can't find a job, and his parents survive in
part thanksto the generosity of their relatives
inthe Family who continueto providefor them
through these difficult times. His parents are
good, hard-working people, and he is a de-
cent fellow.

50. Sometimes we ask ourselves why
some of our former member kidsfeel that just

becausethey runinto difficultiesinlife, some-
how they “ deserve” everything and morethat
many kids can’t have out there. Our nephew
never complains, and is aloving, caring son
who wouldn’t think of berating his parents.
Surely he could complain that it istheir fault
that hewasn't borninto an upper middleclass
family where he could have more opportuni-
ties?

51. This can even apply to the States it-
self, as the golden picture of ease and suc-
cessfor al isquiteanillusion that some of our
apostates have bought into. We recently came
across an article outlining a study performed
by a team from Northeastern University in
Boston. According to this study, joblessness
amongst young people ages 16 to 24 in the
United States is reaching dangerous levels.
Thefindings reveal that “the figureis a stag-
gering 5.5 million and growing. Thisarmy of
undereducated, joblessyoung people, discon-
nected in most instances from society’smain-
stream, is restless and unhappy, and poses a
severelong-term threat to America' swell-be-
ing on many fronts’ (Excerpted froman article
inthe New York Times by Bob Herbert, Febru-
ary 6,2003).

52. Thank the Lord, from the statistics
we have gathered, it would seem that a high
percentage of our former member young people
areableto find jobs, careersand professions,
with aminimum of difficulty. Their training as
missionaries gives them problem-solving
toolsthat alot of young peoplein society are
sorely lacking. Wedon't want to minimizethe
difficultiesthey go through intransiting from
the Family to the System, but on the other
hand, we would have to say that many of the
“my lifeisruined” storiesthat are so devas-
tating to parents just aren’t borne out in the
lives most of our kids are able to lead after
they leave the Family. This really bears out
the spiritual principles at work behind these
attacks. (End of comments from Marc and
Claire)




The Key of Destiny

53. (Jesusspeaking:) Claim thekey of des-
tiny for your children—both thosein the Fam-
ily and those out of the Family. Thekey of des-
tiny works within the choices they make and
can help to guide them through life. Of course,
thekey of destiny has much more power to help
andintervenewhen someone makestheir choices
based on the Word, love, sacrifice and obedi-
ence to Me and My calling for them. But it can
also help those who have strayed, gently lead-
ing them to find purpose and meaning and to
learnthrough life's experiences, so that they are
later ready to fulfill their destiny. It will nudge
them and gently lead them to make choicesthat
will better their life and help them to find more
purpose and meaning and clarity.

54. Lifeasawholeisdifficult. And lifein
the System is very difficult—especially for
thosewho haveabandoned their faith. But they
still must get to the point where they accept the
choices they’ve made before they can have
peace and make progressin life. Thekey of des-
tiny can help to propel them out of the negativ-
ity swirling around their lives and permeating
their minds, and put them on a path where they
can start to do something with their lives and
learn from their experiences, rather than remain-
ing embroiledin fighting alosing battle of blam-
ing othersfor their problemsand lacksinlife.

55. Pray for theformer memberswhoare
bitter. Pray against the Enemy’sinfluencein their
minds and for the key of destiny to work for
them. | love them dearly. | have never stopped
loving them. | know that for most of them, be-
neath the brittle, confident exterior beatsalonely
human heart consumed by their solitary rage
that they haven't been treated the way they
desired. Right or wrong, thefrustration and hurt
arereal tothem. So pray for them, for theddliver-
ance of their souls and minds. Pray against the
demon of bitterness. Claim the keys of accept-
ance, humility, motivation and godly perspec-
tive. Claim the key of destiny to help them find
their way. (End of message from Jesus.)

56. (Mama:) Weasked theL ord for more
information about the key of destiny. Some
people had a question about whether claiming
the key of destiny for our children who are no
longer serving the Lord meant that it wasn’t
their destiny to serve the Lord. His answer is
beautiful, and just shows how much broader
His perspective is than ours.

57. (Jesusspeaking:) You'remerely look-
ing at the present, thinking they’ re not fulfill-
ing their destiny here and now, and that's why
you wonder why |'ve asked you to claim the
key of destiny on their behalf. I'm looking at
eternity!

58.1 havecreated thekey of destiny tohelp
anyoneto find and fulfill their destiny. Your
children will eventually fulfill their destiny; they
will come to recognize the worth of their heri-
tageand will take up their calling. They areMine,
and eventually they will returnto Meandto My
plan for them.—Not necessarily on this Earth,
but what happens now on this Earth is not by
any meansthe be-all and end-all.

59. So by claiming the key of destiny for
them, you'renot sayingthat they arenot even-
tually destinedtobein My arms,in My service
again. You'rejust claiming the key of destiny to
move them along the path of lessons, experi-
ences and growth, so that they are again ableto
recognizetheir destiny when they’ re ready, and
do something about it. Evenif it takesyearsand
years, or therest of their timeon Earth, it doesn’'t
mean that the key of destiny has failed—for
through itsinfluence and your prayers, they will
be better prepared to again takeup and find their
destiny when they are ready to. (End of mess-
age from Jesus.)

More on How to Pray for Your Kids

60. (Jesus speaking:) | understand that
sometimesit’ sdifficult toknow howto pray for
your children—because while onthe one hand
you want them to be successful and happy and
safe and protected and provided for in every
way, at the sametimeyou don’t feel the System
will ever really satisfy them. You know they have

10



a heritage as children of David, and you don’t
want them to be settled down and comfortable
physically, while suffering spiritually.

61.1 under stand thisdilemma, and | have
theperfect solution—topray for My handtobe
manifested in their life. If you pray for My hand
tobeevidentintheir life, | haveal theleeway |
need to do what | know is best—whether to
protect and provide and bless them in miracu-
lous ways that prove My unconditional loveto
them, or whether My love is better manifested
at times by allowing things that show them the
System will not satisfy, and that their true call-
ing and destiny isin My service.

62. Thefuturefor your childreniscontin-
gent on many factor s—their decisons, how they
respondtoMy hand in their life, your prayers,
etc. Thereare somewho will never returnto My
service on Earth, and | will blessthem in their
secular lives to some degree, and continue to

Prayer Works!
By Joy (of Jareb), Dominican Republic:
Prayer (and lots of it) has been the
major factor that has helped our two kids
[who left the Family] make it through all of
this as well as they have. They both have
been very faithful to ask for prayer and
prophecy through the years, and it has
helped them so much in the decisions they
have to make. (From FSM 403).

By Claire (20, of Lynn), Sydney, Australia:

| can say that prayer is one of the most
important things that helped me. | knew
my mum was praying for me, and | don't
know where I'd be without those prayers—
possibly even dead. I'm glad to be back in
the Family! (From FSM 404).

preparethem for the day when they will returnto My serviceinthenext life. There are otherswho

| am working on to bring them back as quickly
different, and combined with their choices and
life, the outcomevaries greatly.

aspossible. Each life and path to their destiny is
theway they react to the things | bring into their

63. Sothebest you can doisto pray for them todraw closer toMe, and for My hand tobe
obvious in their life. Whether that means protection or chastisement, miracles of supply or
miracles of humbling and repentance, | will bring it about in the loving and merciful way that |

work. (End of message from Jesus.)

64. (Jesus speaking:) It really isatoss
up, because while on the one hand you want
them to be happy and content and produc-
tive and do something good with their lives,
you will forever be sad for the blessings and
true happiness and fulfillment that they’'re
missing out on by reason of their taking the
road of lesser blessings.

65. But you must also under stand that
it’snot always My highest will for them to
comeback tothe Family in thislife. Insome
cases| know that it will servetheir spirits bet-
ter if they wander in theworld and go through
theTribulation and realize the great difference.
Some of them are so spiritually blind and dull
in their understanding and have such a low
spiritual standard that it doesn’t really bother
them to wander in the spiritual wildernessnow.

And if | were to bring them back now, they
still would not have that deep conviction and
dedication that is needed in order to serve
Me full-time and all the way. But when the
days get darker and darker, and signs and
wonders are performed by the Enemy and by
the children of Light, and the war heats up,
then they will truly start to seethe difference,
and it will seal within their spirit something
which can never be shaken or doubted.

66. S0, because of thechoicesthat some
of them havemade, it isMy will for them to
follow the path those choiceshaveled them
down, eventhough it resultsin wasted years.
Nevertheless, the payoff will beworthiit; they
will return when they are fully convinced in

their minds and hearts, and the benefits will
[continued on page 12]
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[continued from page 11]

far outweigh the losses. That's not to say
that they couldn’'t have stirred themselves
up while they were till in the Family and
called on the keysto open their eyes of the
spirit. But | have to work within their
choices, and for some of them, | know the
only way they’ll truly learnis by their own
hard experience. (End of message from
Jesus.)

Making Things Right

67. (Mama:) There are situations where
your actions, decisions, mistakesor problems
asparentshavehad bad effectson your kids. |
think if you took it to the Lord and then talked it
out with your kids, you’ d be amazed at what can
berectified. It'samazing how far ahumble apol-
ogy can go toward erasing some bitterness, and
it's very possible that some of you may need to
do some apologizing. Dad and Peter and | have,
and the Family has, for any mistakesin our past.
Now it may be time for some of you parentsto
do so, if you haven't already. In some cases it
may simply mean opening a dialogue and com-
municating to try to help your loved ones get
past the bitterness that is causing them harm
and probably hurting others. In some cases, the
Lord might show you other things that you
should a so do to make thingsright. Reconcilia-
tion isagood thing.

68. Don’t get mewrong.AstheLordand |
said earlier, not ever ything your former mem-
ber children arebringingagainst you or other
peopleintheFamily arereal problems. Thereis
alot of hype, distortions of the truth, and mis-
conceptions or misunderstandings mixed in.
Also, alot of it probably won't have anything to
do with you personally, but is just bitterness
about the past or some nebulous unhappiness
that they have. So I’ m not saying that everyone
needsto start feeling responsible and apologiz-
ing for every accusation or problem that our
former member loved ones have. The Enemy
would love it if that happened. But rather each
of you in your individual situation should as-

sesswhat's being leveled against you, take it to
the Lord, and ask Him to cut through the hype
andthebitter exaggerationsand seewhat’sreally
at the core of the matter.

69. Asmuch asyou want tomakeyour loved
onesfed better and help them to get over things
and behappy, they also need to know that not
everythingwaswrongabout their childhood or
the Family’s past. Even though they may not
have liked it, that doesn’'t mean it was wrong.
That's where you need to simply stand strong
on your convictions for your work, your faith,
your lovefor the Lord and the Family. Be sorry
for the genuine mistakes and times you could
have done better, and |eave the rest behind.

70. Therear esituationswhere maybeyou
should have been with your kidsmore, or you
could have explained things better, or in 20/20
hindsight, maybe you wouldn’t even have done
some of thethingsyou did. But that’svery natu-
ral. There’'s no one in the world who can look
back with 20/20 hindsight and say that they
would have done everything the same, because
no one is perfect.

71. But at thesametime, someof thethings
they havegripesabout arenot theproblem. Your
being amissionary andworking for theLordisn't
the problem. Your beliefs and faith in the Lord
and your life of discipleship isn’t the problem.
That might be a big part of what they’re un-
happy about, but you don’t have to apologize
for those things. It's the human mistakes, frail-
ties, misjudgments or times of misunderstand-
ing, etc., that you need to apologize for.

72. Even someof thethingsthat weremis-
takes, or maybecould havebeen handled better
—such as their feeling that they didn’t have
enough time with you, or the difficult time they
went through when you astheir parents got separ-
ated or remarried, or what have you—whileyou
can besincerely sorry for the difficulty it caused
them, it's nothing to beat yourself up about, or
that they arejustified in blaming the Family for.
Parentsd| over theworld facethose same choices,
and there's certainly as many, if not more, ab-
sent parents, divorces, separations, and diffi-
culttimesintheworld astherearein the Family.
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73. Many peoplethroughout history have
not had asmuch timewith their children and
familiesasthey would haveliked. Look at many
of the famous missionaries and explorers, pas-
tors, evangelists, even doctors and scientists,
who choseto beaway fromtheir familiesin order
to carry onwhat they felt wastheir life' swork. |
know that none of you who separated from your
children dueto your ministry took it lightly. And
while perhaps sometimes it could have been
avoided, other times it couldn’'t have—it was
the right decision. That's just one example of
what might be one of your children’scomplaints,
and the different waystherearetolook at it. We
have all made mistakes, and you can sincerely
apologize for those mistakes. But don’t let the
Enemy condemn you or make you feel likeyou
should carry theweight of al your child's prob-
lemstoday because of something that happened
in the past.

74. Soyou need to assesswhat your former
member children or loved onesaresayingand
get to the core of theissues bothering them.
And if you have fallen short, then you should
apologizefor thosethings. Pray and ask the Lord
what you can do to help bring closure to those
areas of your loved ones’ lives that are bother-
ing them so that they can put things in the past
and move on!

75. Whether or not you think ther € sany-
thing you can doabout it, you need to get the
Lord’smind on thethingsthat your bitter loved
onestell you. You can't take all of their bitter
tirades onboard or it will sink you! It will only
cause you to stumble—because thereisno way
torectify all the exaggerated blame and hurt that
someonewho's bitter will throw in your face. If
you try to handle it all or make it al right, all
you'll feel ispain, confusion and discomfort as
aresult, that will discourage you to the point of
failure. So takeit to the Lord, ask Him how He
seesthings, and let Him help you sort out which
thingsyou should apol ogize for and try to make
right, and which things are simply part of your
faith that you need to stand strong on, and that
you can ask the Lord to help them get over.

76. In most cases, it’sthe bitter nessthat

the person is carrying that is making them
unhappy rather than some event in the past.
They can move on if they choose to, and you
can and should make it easy for them to do so.
But whether they do or not is up to them.

77. Therewill bethetimes, too, when you
givean apology and theper son doesn’t receive
it. They might be so wrapped up in their bitter-
ness that they can’t see the forest for the trees.
In those cases, there's really not much more
you can do. You must do what you can, but
what they do with it from there is up to them.
You pray for them, you talk, you try to recon-
cile, andif they don't accept it, that’sup to them.
Eventually it will pay off; they’ll remember that
you tried, and that will help them come around
when they’ reready to. Sojust do what you can,
and trust the Lord for the rest.

78. (Jesusspeaking:) Herearethreesteps
you should taketo help makethingsright with
your children:

1) Firgt, ask M eto speak toyou about their
accusations, explainingwhat thingswer egenu-
inely wrong or mistakes. Hearing about your
mistakes and failures might not be so pleasant,
but remember that | do not condemn you, and it
will be easier than taking the Devil’sword for it
—which istotal condemnation, failure, defeat,
and guilt. Letting Me sort things out and put
them in perspectivewill help you not to be pulled
under by the Enemy’s attack of condemnation,
grief, and guilt, and it will also helpyoulearnfor
the future, and will give you a clearer under-
standing of what you can do to help your chil-
drenfrom hereon.

2) Ask Mewhat you can dotomakeamends
for thosethingsthat wer emistakesor wrong.
I might simply tell you to apol ogize and commu-
nicate about it, or | might have some ideas for
you of how to go about making things right.

3) After you have done these things—
sought Me about your mistakes and done what
you can to correct them and make amends—if
your former member loved ones continueto hang
on to the past and their bitterness and unhappi-
ness, seek Me about how you can help them to
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get over it, move on, and realize that they must
stop blaming othersfor their unhappiness. (End
of message from Jesus.)

Ask the Lord for His Counsel

In How to Word Your Apology

79. (Mama:) Whilewe'reon thesubject of
apologizing, | want toremind you that it’svery
hepful topray in advanceand ask theL ord what
to say and how to say it—especially if you're
writing a letter. You can even ask the Lord to
help give you some of thewording in prophecy.
Not only will your apology be better presented
and better received, but the Lord can aso help
youto bewisein your wordsin what could bea
pretty touchy subject.

80. 1t can beeasy toget carried away inthe
emotion of themoment and go over boar d when
apologizing. You want to apologizefor anything
and everything and really makethings better for
the person who is upset, which is understand-
able. But especidly in this scenario, you don’t
want to apologize for things that are exagger-
ated or untrue or didn’t really happen. Just be-
cause your child or loved one is upset about
something, that doesn’t mean you have to take
responsibility for it and apologizefor it.

81. Of course, if they're upset or bitter
about somethingyou did that you know wasthe
Lord’ swill, you can still sympathizewith them
and say you'resorry for how difficult it wasfor
them and how it has affected them, explaining
that you did it because you knew it was what
the Lord had called you to do. You can sympa-
thize and say you're sorry for how something
affected your child or how they feel about it with-
out saying that it was wrong that you did it.

82. 11’ sespecially important to keep thisin
mind becausesomeaf our former member young
peopleareattemptingto gather “evidence” to
validatetheir causeand complaints Severd have
written their parents in a way that was baiting
them to confess via an apology to something
that wasn't true or not their fault. All that to say,
please be prayerful in the way you word things,
so that you don’t unwittingly lend credibility to
the cause of those actively fighting the Family.

83. Asan exampleon that point, hereisa
clip from one of the ex-member sitesthat we
cameacr ossaswewer efinalizingthisGN: “ Just
keep sending in names, locations, dates, and
patternswill appear. Itisworth thefight to bring
those ultimately responsible to justice. Write
your parents about when you were abused and
by whom and if anything was done about it, and
save their answers as this will back up your
story.”

More Counsel Regarding
Making Things Right

84. (Jesus speaking:) Therewill betimes
when | knowthat it’ simportant for youtomake
an appear ancein person and spend sometime
with your kidscommunicating and doing al you
canto help them understand, and have the peace
and closure that they need in order to move on
withlife.

85. In somecases, smply writingahumble
and honest letter will be sufficient. In some
cases | might show youto call them and talk on
the phone. In other cases, maybe just writing
more often, sharing your lives through photos
or news and open communication will repair
things. In other cases all you can do is pray.
Thereareagreat variety of solutions| can give,
and if you seek Me, I'll tell you what’s most
important in your situation.

86. | dowant to help your loved ones get
over their bitterness. | want them not only to
be able to benefit from your love but also to
receive My love; for when someone is bitter,
they are closed to My love, and rarely experi-
enceitintheway that | would like.

87. Soif you havealoved onewho'sbitter,
seek M eabout what you can doto help them.
Whether it's praying for them, writing them,
apologizing, or in some cases even going per-
sonally to spend sometimewith them, 1’1l show
you clearly. (End of message from Jesus.)

88. (Mama:) On thesubject of writing your
children, something | lear ned in communicat-
ingwith Pete (David), that might behelpful to
someof you, isthat it wasbetter not tosend him

14



prophecy. Tomy way of thinking, it wasagreat
gift and alot of love to get something from the
Lord for him. But the Lord told me not to send
him prophecy, because he didn’t really believe
in prophecy and wouldn’t accept it, and it would
just be emphasizing our differences. So instead
inmy lettersto him I’ vetried to not eventalk so
much about spiritual things, but just let him know
that | love him, and encourage him in his new
life.

89. Every stuationisdifferent, and in some
casestheL ord might show you that your kids
would appreciateamessagefrom Him. Certainly
many of our former member young people who
aren’t bitter or apostates really do appreciate
prophecy—and that’s great. We can then feed
and encourage them with the Lord’s specific
words of love and encouragement and guidance,
and it's a great benefit for them. But for those
who are pretty negative or antagonistic, it would
probably belike rubbing salt in awound to send
them prophecy. They probably won't appreci-
ateit somuch. So just seek the Lord astowhat’s
best in your situation.

90. Following ar eexcer ptsof two messages
that wer ereceived for oneof our dear parents
who hasn’t been with hischildren for about 15
years. Severa of hiskids have |eft the Family,
and have some issues and bitterness about their
past and his being away from them while they
weregrowing up. Hewas planning to makeatrip
to see them, and following are excerpts of the
counsel the Lord gavefor him. Besidesthevery
personal encouragement and instruction the
Lord gavehim, | think these excerptswill behdp-
ful for any of youwho arein the position of need-
ing to apologize or do whatever the Lord shows
you to makethingsright with your former mem-
ber children. The circumstancesin your caseare
undoubtedly different, but the general principles
might be hel pful to you, and agood start in help-
ing those of you who have unhappy or bitter
former member children that you need to commu-
nicate with, to pray about your own situation.

91. | can't stressit enough: Please go to
theLordtoreceiveHiscomfort and per spec-

tive so that you don’t fall under condemnation,
so that your faith and trust in our Husband re-
mains strong, and so that you can be ablessing
to your loved ones and help to pull them out of
the Enemy’s pit of bitterness, rather than being
pulled down into the confusion and unhappi-
ness aswell.

92. InanythingthelL ord showsyoutodoto
reconcilewith your children or help them, it’s
likely not goingto beeasy. You' regoing to have
togototheL ord yoursaf and receive Hisanswers
for your persona situation. Otherwisethe battles
will betoo overwhel ming, too difficult, and you'll
find yourself under condemnation, feeling guilty
and spiritually weakened.

Reconciliation Requires Time
and Patience

93. (Jesus speaking:) I'm leading you to
makethisvisit totry your best to rectify any
situation that needsyour attention and help.
Yes, as you go there and see your dear ones,
therewill betearsto dry and situationsfrom the
past to smooth over. Therewill beheartsto claim
and win through My power of the keys, and if
anyone feels you have done them wrong, you
will have to give them your apologies. Even if
you know and fedl that | haveled you and guided
you into other situations and decisionsin your
lifethat didn’t take you back to your loved ones
earlier, youwill haveto remedy any bitter or ill
feelings by taking the humble seat and apolo-
gizing and loving them.

94. Sincemany of your children areout of
theFamily now, therearemany thingsthey will
not under stand, but love covers amultitude of
sinsand you can do alot in loving them, show-
ing them attention, and letting them know that
you do love and care for them. You will haveto
allow enough timefor each oneyou need to see,
to find out how you can meet their needs and
how much time you need to spend with them.

95. Beforel goany further intowhat | want
totel you, let Mesay how proud | am of you and
how much | love you. Even if right now your
children aren’t “proud” of you and aren’t able
to tell you how much they love you, trust Me
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that these things will change, and most of all,
know that I’ m very proud of you. You’ve given
everything to Me and not held back anything
that I’ ve asked of you. You've not only given Me
your life, your service and talents, but you put
your own beloved children on the altar before
Me. So, likeAbraham of old, havefaith and trust
that | will givethem back to youin My time.

96. Theill fedingsin the hearts of some,
even thefeelingsof hatred and rebellion, are
mainly on the surface, but deep down in each
one’s heart they love you dearly. They've just
been hurt, they feel misunderstood, and arelong-
ing to have it all—everything they feel they
“need” to be happy, and in their mind that in-
cludes you.

97. Your children arelooking at lifeand
their problemsthrough theonly pair of eyes
they have, and from their perspectivethey feel
that having their dad around would solve all
their problems. You know that’s not compl etely
true, and even if your presence would help alot
and solve some problems—and it would—the
truth is, even you can't solve all the problems.
In fact, your family might be somewhat sur-
prised that instead of all their problems finally
being taken care of asaresult of dad arriving on
the scene, they have new problems.

98. Eveniif your kidsact likethey hateyou,
even if they say they hate you—no matter how
irreconcilablethingslook on the outside—love
is still the greatest force in the world. Even if
your heart breaks when you “feel” their hurts
and heartcries, till, the healing balm of My love
will give you strength and help you to handle
each situation.

99. | under stand that it’ sa desir e of your
heart to be ableto show and proveto your fam-
ily that you do love them, you do care, and the
only reason you weren't with them all these
years is because | asked you to do something
else. You didn't leave your family with the atti-
tudeof, “Solong!” You left them with abroken
heart, and you' ve never stopped thinking about
them, praying for them, and loving them. Your
kids need to know this. They need to hear you
tell them how it hurt you to have to go away,

but you only didit in obedienceto Me, because
| asked it of you.

100. Your children havebuilt up their own
scenariointheir mindsof what really happened,
how you feel, and why you went away, in spite
of what they’ ve been told—and much of what
they think iswrong. They don’t havethewhole
picture or the whole explanation. They’ve cre-
ated their own images and answers, and much
of it is off. If bitternessis allowed to grow un-
checked, it turnsinto bitternesstoward the Fam-
ily, and ultimately toward Me. Bitternessis not
an easy attack of the Enemy to fight, but it's
much easier to deal with before it becomes
deeply rooted.

101. It will taketime, much timeand pa-
tience. Somequestionswill beanswered quickly,
somehurtswill behealed quickly, but other things
will taketime, and the only way to really makea
differenceintheir eyesisto give of your time.

<

In the End, the Choices Are Theirs

102. My son, | know the load you carry
seemsvery heavy toyou. Theemotionsand af -
fairsof the heart—whether it bealoverelation-
ship, asibling relationship, or aparent-child re-
|ationship—are some of the strongest and can
affect your spirit and emotionsamost morethan
anything else can. Come, My son, put your load
down for amoment and sit at My feet, and let’'s
have a chat. Come rest your weary head, and
let'scommunetogether and discussthese heart-
aches and heartbreaks and the emotional tur-
moil you feel ishindering your being ableto see
the situation the way | do.

103. I know the biggest thought and bur -
denonyour heartis,“What if?” “What if | had
gone back to [be with them] at any time during
the last 15 years? Would things have turned
out differently? Would my kids have done bet-
ter? Would they have left the Family? Would
they have turned out so bitter and hateful ?’

104. My answer tothat is, each individual |
placeon Earth hasthemajesty of choice. The
thing you have to realize is that your children
were presented with a choice—the choice asto
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whether to stay in the Family or leave and try
something else, and the choice as to whether
they would accept that their father was a mis-
sionary elsewhere, or reject him because hewas
not there for them while they were growing up.
| know that you feel things might have turned
out differently if you had been there for them,
but how do you know? Can you say for certain
that they would not have still made the same
choicesthey did, evenif you had been therefor
them during their formative years?

105. Therearemany families[in the Fam-
ily] who have lost some, most, or all of their
children tothe System, and thesewerefaithful,
loving parentswho werewith their children most
of thetime, and poured into their kids and tried
to do their best to give them the love, attention,
and training they needed. But there comes a
point where the child starts to be accountable,
and they start making their own choices, and
the choices they make are not necessarily de-
pendent upon their upbringing or the fact that
they had both their parents.

106. You see, the Devil knowswhat will get
to you emotionally. He knowswhat buttonsto
push to get aresponse. He whips up these sen-
timents, these ideas that, “I grew up without a
father, thereforel am damaged goods and all my
problemsarearesult of thefact that my father—
or mother, or whatever the case may be—aban-
doned mewhen | waslittle, and that’swhy | am
having so many problemsnow,” and caststhem
forth to those who are his targets, and unfortu-
nately, most of thetimeit gets swallowed hook,
line, and sinker.

107. Let’sfaceit, alot of people, especially
young people, wholeavethe Family and gotothe
System, find it quitea shock and quitedifficult.
They start having to face pressures they never
had before, deal with peoplewho are not yielded
to Me, get lied to, cheated, and stomped on.
They become depressed, angry, and bitter, and
they need something to place that blame on. In
their pride, they can't put the blame on their
present circumstances, surroundings, or fate, for
thisiswheretheir ownwill brought them. Sothe
only other placethey can put theblameisonthe

Family, or their parents, or the“ bad |eaders’ who
were so mean to them, or the victor campsthey
attended, and the list goes on and on. And un-
fortunately their loved ones who remain in the
Family are the ones who have to deal with the
fallout and the resultant emotional heartache and
heartbreak.

108. Soyou see, you could havebeen with
them in their formative years, pouring into
them, trainingthem, lovingthem, and they ill
would’ve had to makethe choice themselves
whether they wanted tostay intheFamily or try
the System. How do you know they would not
have accused you of being an unloving father,
disciplining them too harshly, or “forcing” them
to go busking or to “beg” on the street, or that
your ministry kept you from being with them as
much as they would have liked, or any of the
other myriad of accusations the Enemy uses
upon their hearts and minds?

109. Even theoneswho did visit you for a
timeand had the opportunity to connect with
you eventually left the Family—not because of
you or because of the circumstances, but be-
cause of thefinal choicethey made. And remem-
ber aso, you have children who had the same
upbringing who did decide to stay and serve
Me. So what wasthe difference? The difference
isonly in the choices that were made.

110.1 want totell you that | recognizeand
realizewhat a sacrificeyou have madethese
many year sin being away from your children.
| know that it was abig battleand trial for you. |
know the many timesyou felt guilt-riddenand a
failure asafather because you weren't therefor
them. But what you forsook for Me, | haveand |
will giveyou back an hundredfold. You touched
and reached many lives you would not have
reached if you had stayed there, and you fathered
many children through your teen shepherding
and training and pouring your heart and soul
into thelives of many of My Family children.

111. For thisl say toyou, “ Well done, My
good and faithful servant, enter intothejoy of
thy Lord!”—Andthat joy can beyours, know-
ing that you put Me first, you heeded My call,
and you bore much fruit through your years of
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sacrificefor Me. For that, you will berewarded
an hundredfold, both in thislife and the life to
come.

112. Remember, even if your children do
not receive you with open arms, even if they
never forgiveyou, evenif you' reestranged from
them until theday you die—oncethislifeispast,
there will be no more tears or sorrow, and your
children will receive you again with open arms,
for they will then know and understand and all
will bemade clear. (End of message from Jesus.)

113. (Mama:) Reconciliation requires
time, love, patience, humility, apologiesfor past
mistakes, for givenessfor failings, and some-
times even a personal visit to heal the hurts
and makethingsright. I’m not necessarily rec-
ommending that everyone should take time
away fromtheir missionfieldto visit their former
member children and work out the past. But in
some cases, the Lord might know that it'sim-
portant and isworthwhile enough that He' Il ask
it of you. If He does, please seek Him about
how to make the time as fruitful and profitable
aspossible. And ask for prayer from your Home
and loved ones too, claiming the power of the
keysof reconciliation, communication, wisdom,
and all that is needed to make your time fruitful
and worthwhile.

Bitterness Is Often a Factor

114. Aswetalked about earlier, in trying
toreconcilewith your kids, or at least doyour
part tohelp them, bitter nessissomethingyou’ll
likely come up against. It's a problem that is
making some of our former members' livesvery
difficult and miserable. Bitterness contortswhat
you think and then distorts your outlook on life
and others, and makesyou cynical and resentful.

115. 1t’sincrediblehow bitter peoplethink
that only they seetheworld asit really is, and
that othersareonly lookingthrough r ose-col-
ored glasses. They feel they have a better grip
on the realities of life than those who aren’t
bitter like themselves, so they are usually very
sincere in their accusations and negative per-
spective on things. Bitter people aso tend to

congregate and flock together to build on and
validate each other’s bitterness. They actually
believethe distorted lies they are thinking, and
have yielded themselvesto its strong delusion.

116. Thisiswherealot of the problemsof
former Family member sstem from—ar oot of
bitter nessthat took hold somewhereintheir life
after something happened to them. Whether this
incident was amistake or not, it was something
they didn't like, or didn’t understand, or felt they
couldn’t handle properly and just couldn’t for-
give. Sothey grew hitter instead of getting prayer
or counsel or help, or going to the Lord and the
Word.

The Demon of Bitterness

117. It’sscary to seehow much bitter ness
can deform and crippleaperson’smind and
thinking. When we asked the Lord about it, He
revealed that thereisademon of bitterness, which
makesit more understandabl e how someone can
change so drastically and become so unhappy
and have such a different perspective on life.
Knowing this makes it possible to pray against
this demon by name and hinder his efforts to
hurt and poison our loved ones.

118. (Jesus speaking:) You may call him
Bitter ness, for hecarriesthemost sour, bitter
spirit you haveever imagined. Hecarriesthisby
choice, not by destiny. He works together with
Pan and the demon of Rejectionto turn the sweet
things of life—or thingswhich | intend to bring
out the sweetness—into bitter, sour, sad mem-
ories.

119. Hecannot make anyone become bit-
ter. He can only comein when pride and resent-
ment are allowed to grow in a person’s life, to
the point that there is an opening for him, avir-
tual invitation for hisinfestation. Thereheworks
together with Pan and the demon of Rejectionto
actually influence or change a person’s mem-
ories and perspective on life, so that they feel
justified in carrying around the weight and
poison of hitterness. It'sasif he convincesthem
that they need that poison of the spirit that he
feeds them in order to be happy, or that some-
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how by carrying it around, it will rectify thesitu-
ation and make things better or at least bring
revenge on those whom they feel have done
themwrong. Neither istrue.

120. A per son’sspirit will only becomemore
and morecrushed, sick, and sour, if they con-
tinuetolet bitternessresidein their heart. In
saying this, | don't mean the actual demon of
Bitterness can inhabit the heart of one who
knowsMe, for | amintheir heart. But he contin-
uesto influence their mind and thoughts when-
ever they give him entrance through pride, and
he leaves traces of his poison behind that con-
tinue to grow in his absence. It's very sad to
seeasgpirit crushed, sickened, and weakened to
the point that they don’t even long to recover.
Those who really know what bitterness doesto
you avoid it like a plague—becauseit is.

121. Of cour sg, | havetheantidoteand can

help anyoneto cleansetheir spirit and bemade
anew. But they must be willing to forsake their
pride, forsaketheir sense of being wronged, and
let Me cleanse even their memories of what they
think happened. For whenever someone isin-
fluenced by the demon of Bitterness, their mem-
ories are always distorted.

122. You can pray against Bitter ness, be-
causelikeany spiritual entity fightingyou, he
isbound and hinder ed by your prayersand call-
ing on thekeys. You can pray on behalf of your
loved ones who are not in the Family. But as
long asthey yield to pride, resentment will soon
follow, and the door is |eft open for bitterness.
So you must also pray for them to humble their
spiritsbeforeMe, or that they’ || receive My hum-
bling and My perspective on things, so that
they’re not constantly easy prey. (End of mess-
age from Jesus.)

123. (Jesusspeaking:) Pridekeepsyou
from seeingthingsas| seethem. Pride opens
the door for resentment, because you auto-
matically feel you deserve better. It keepsyou
from humbling yourself when | alow things
inyour lifeto break you or soften you or teach
you things, and instead it causes resentment.
That'swhy | say that when you yield to pride,
resentment will often follow. Everyone goes
through situationsin lifethat they wish hadn’t
happened, or that had happened differently,
or situations when they are wronged.

124. If aperson ishumble, and can ac-
cept thingsfrom My hand, and learnto see
thingstheway | seethem, thosenegativecir-
cumstancesar esteppingstonesfor good, and
don’t derail them in any way. But when aper-

sonyieldsto pride, it'snot long before some-
thing comes up that they can’'t get over, that
they can't understand, or that they assume
theworst about—and then resentment begins
tobuildintheir heart.

125. It’sthenatural, sinful, rebellious
natureof man tothink that heknowsbetter
than Me. That’swhy you have to constantly
pray for My humility, becauseit’s not some-
thing that comes naturally. 1t's something you
haveto want, cultivate, and fight for. But along
with that humility comes grace, peace, under-
standing, acceptance, and many gifts that
make life pleasant and a wonderful learning
experience, rather than ajourney of pain, un-
happiness, resentment and bitterness. (End
of message from Jesus.)

Message About Recognizing
Bitterness and Getting Over It

126. (Mama:) Following ar eexcer ptsof a
little pep talk from Jesusabout moving on with
lifeand not letting peopleor situationsor the
past hold you back. Of course, whenever the
Lord would personally tell anyone something
like this, it would be prefaced and surrounded

with lots of love, understanding and compas-
sion for the difficulties they face, and it would
be at atime when He knows they are ready to
receiveit. Thisisjust the “meat” of the matter.
But I’'m sharing it with you because it helps to
put things more in perspective regarding how
the Lord seesthings, and will help to strengthen
your convictions personally.
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127.1f theL ord leadsyou to shar eany of
the conceptsof thismessagewith your for mer
member loved ones, pleasedoask Himtohelp
you do it lovingly, gently, in the way that He
would do it, with great understanding for their
difficulties, and compassion for the things that
have hurt them or madethem sad. TheL ord loves
them so much—just as much as He loves you.
And the only reason He would share with them
this “tough love” is to help them to be happier
and feel His love more, not less. So please do
convey the Lord's love and understanding in
your communications and letters or conversa-
tionswith your former member loved ones. Re-
member that thisisjust the* pith,” not thewhole
package.

128. (Jesusspeaking:) My dear ong, | love
you. I’vealwaysloved you and alwayswill love
you, and out of love, | want to sharesomething
with you. You may call it tough love, but it's
love nonetheless. If you're blaming your par-
ents for your upbringing and you consider that
the source of your problemstoday, let Me help
you see things the way they are in the world.

129. Ask anyone—afriend, a co-worker,
even someoneon thestreet about their child-
hood and whether they’reperfectly happy with
every aspect and fedl that everythingwashow
they wanted it, and you'll find that no onehas
had aperfect childhood. Thereisnoideal child-
hood! Even the best possible upbringing isn’t
perfect. Every child, teen, or young person will
tell you about something that they wish had
been different in their childhood.—Something
they wish hadn’t happened, the waysthey wish
their parents had been different and had treated
them differently.

130. If you’relooking back at your child-
hood and blaming your parentsfor not being
exactly theway you wanted them to be, that’s
very unrealigicthinking. First of dl, what'spast
is past, and there's no progress to be made by
dwelling on the past and wishing it had been
different. If you want things to be different in
your life now, then work on it. Accusing your
parents of not giving you the childhood that

you feel you should have had is going to get
you howhere. It's now up to you to change your
mindset and get rid of any bad feelings and re-
sentment and stop blaming your problems on
the past or on someone else.

131. Your parentshavemadethechoiceto
livein the Family and serve M e—that’ stheir
right. Just likeyou, they’ re freeto do whatever
they want to dowith their life. If you really want
your parentsto be happy and to have good rela-
tionswith them, it would be wise not to try and
make them do what you think they should do.
Like you, they should be given the freedom to
choose and be shown respect for the choices
they make. They should not be condemned for
their lifestyle, whether you personally agreewith
it or not.

132. Secondly, your mindset isoff in think-
ingthat becauseyou wereraised in the Family
you didn’t haveideal parentsor anideal child-
hood. Why? Because for one, it isn't true, and
two, it's futile thinking. It doesn’t do any good
to mourn your past, your upbringing, who |
chose to be your parents, what country | chose
for you to be born in and live in, how you were
schooled, what friends you were allowed to
have, or what rules you had to abide by—these
are things every child hasto go through.

133.Intheworld, children dowhat their
parentsexpect of them, evenif they don’t like
it. They go to the type of school their parents
select for them. Granted, some parents in the
world are stricter than others, and have different
methods for teaching and protecting and train-
ing their children, but for the most part, parents
in the world a so have guidelines for their kids
that their kids consider unpleasant or unfair, as
far as dating, staying out, where they go, whe-
ther they’ re forbidden to hang out with certain
friends, etc. It's not until you’re grown and of
age that you can leave home and make all your
own choices.

134. Soit’sunrealisticto blameyour par-
entssimply becausethey’rein the Family, and
accuse the Family and your parentsfor not giv-
ing you the type of childhood you wanted. It's
not your parents' fault that you were born to
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them in the Family—that was My doing. You are
no worse off because you were raised in the
Family; in fact, you're better off, even if you
don’t accept it right now. Your problems today
are not aresult of your Family upbringing, and
the sooner you get rid of that mindset, the sooner
you'll be able to get on with your life, because
you'll have stopped blaming othersfor your lot
inlife.

135. It doesn’t matter what your walk in
life or your background is—the only way to
get on with your life and do all the things you
want isto do just that. Blame-placers are never
successful. It's only those who forget the past
and move on that can climb mountains!

136. Your parents give you freedom to
chooseyour own lifestylewhen you'reof age—
which, by theway, isthe sameas society at large
does—and then it’s up to you to make your life
whatever you want it to be. Blaming your past,
your childhood, your parents, is counterproduc-
tive. Live the life you want and be what you
want to be, and let otherslivethelifethey want.

137. Thingsweren’t perfect in your past
and in your childhood, but what you’ vegot to
realizeisthat it wasn't perfect for anyoneelse
either, whether they wereraised in the Family
or not. Life is both good and bad, with both
victories and problems, and the wise and ma-
ture learn from it and go on. It's My hope, and
your parents’ hope, that you'll move on into
thelife you want and be happy and productive.
Do what you want to do, be whatever you want
to be—and let others do the same. (End of mess-
age from Jesus.) (See also “ The Benefits of the
Family,” ML #3172, GN 777.)

What To Do If Things
Can’t Be Reconciled Immediately

138. (Mama:) If your children or loved ones
arebitter, it’slikely that thingswon’t bere-
solved overnight. It will taketime and alot of
prayer, and ultimately it'sintheir court to choose
toforgive and move on and be happier and more
fulfilledintheir lives.

139. In the meantime, we need to addr ess
theissueof what todoin situationswher eyour

ex-member children have become bitter and
unreasonableand areactively tryingto get you
or their sblingsout of the Family—caseswhere
they continually speak against the Word and
those of uswho giveit, wherethey areinvolved
in anti-Family activitiesand do not respect your
lifestyle choices, religious beliefs, or your re-
quests that they not voice their complaints and
bitternessto othersin your Home and your chil-
dren.

140. 1t’s a difficult situation to address,
because they're our children. We love them.
It's difficult to see them so unhappy and bitter,
so miserable, and hurting themselves. It's also
infuriating as a shepherd when you see what
they’re doing to your flock, and how they’re
hurting or stumbling others, or have great poten-
tial to.

141. Thisisaproblem that we vebeen hear -
ing about with increasing frequency. Quitea
few of you havereceived pretty nasty and diffi-
cult lettersfrom your kids or loved oneswho've
left the Family. Several of you have sent copies
to us, and Peter and | realize how difficult it
must be to hear those very personal accusa-
tions and bitter statements from your kids.
We're praying for you, and we' re sorry that you
have to go through that.

142. Weknow alot of thesereally horrible
letter sfrom our apostatekidsareinspired by
the Vandari. You see the same accusations re-
peated over and over, just from adlightly differ-
ent angle, with enough personal detail added to
makeit believable, and thereforeintensely hurt-
ful to you parents. The attacks are subtle, mak-
ing you feel extremely guilty. Some of these
former members say they don’t care about any-
one elseinthe Family except their parents, and
they talk as if they have the best interests of
their parents at heart. But we know that even if
they’ re sincerein thinking that, the Enemy isn't.
He's out to hurt your faith, tear it down, and
make you feel so guilty and condemned that
you lose your strength to keep serving the Lord.

143. Sonomatter what your kidsintendin
writing bitter, accusing letters, the Enemy’s
goal isalwaysthesame—to hurt you, to hinder
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you, or stop you from serving the Lord, and
also to tear down whatever is left of a loving
relationship with your kids. He doesn’t care about
them either! Hewantsto completely aienatethem
and make them feel totally alone and forsaken!
Heis out to hurt both sides. Horribl el

144.1t’ sahighly emotional situation, be-
causeasparents, you naturally want tolove,
protect, and nurtureyour kids. Of courseyou
want to be close to them, to see your grandchil-
dren when possible, and to be a part of their
livesin someway, evenif it can only bethrough
good, friendly communications, etc. You don’t
want to be seen by your kids as brainwashed
zombie members of some cult. You want your
kids to be proud of you, just as you want to be
proud of your kids. So thetactic of these accus-
atory lettersis an especially powerful attack on
aparent’sfaith.

145. At the sametime, through these at-
tacksthe Enemy istar geting your other chil-
dren and young peoplewhoaregtill in theFam-
ily. And that's something you need to be aware
of as shepherds, and pray about what to do and
how to best protect your sheep.

146. Asweall know, theEnemy really hates
our children and young people. Hewill useany-
thing to weaken their faith and take them out of
the Family, because he knowshow muchthey’re
destined to do for the Lord, now and in the days
to come. Hewill try to usethe kidswho havel eft
to take more of your kidsout of the Family—or if
they’re not of age yet to leave, to weaken them
and make them unhappy and wanting to leave.
Whether your former member kids have this as
part of their consciousagendaor not, the Enemy
does.

147. Sad to say, someof our former mem-
ber young peopledohavethisaspart of their
thought-out plan.—They want to get as many
of their brothers and sisters and other young
people out of the Family as possible. | know
that might be hard to believe, and it’'salso hard
to know what to do about—because what can
you do? Cut al contact? It sounds cruel and
extremeto say that you' re not going to let them
come around or communicate with your other
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kids. But at the sametime, you can't just stand
by and allow them to repeatedly voicetheir com-
plaints, bitterness, and doubts—because those
are contagious, like a spiritual disease!

148. It’ ssomething that you need to pray
and seek the Lord about. It's part of your re-
sponsibility as parents and shepherds to guard
and protect your sheep, and you need to ask
the Lord how you can best do that, while still
fulfilling your love and obligation as parentsto
your former member children who are negative
and antagonistic at the moment.

149. Hereare someclipstaken from one
of theex-member sitesthat put into wordswhat
some of our apostate young people would like
to see happen, which | think will open your eyes
to the Enemy’s evil agendathat they’re unwit-
tingly apart of:

| was thinking about starting somewhat
of a Email group, targeting in particular
teens that are still in the Family. | know this
has been done before, but | have in the
past, simply by pulling out the James Penn
letters, emails from my friends, and re-
counting true to life stories, successfully
led more than one good person out of the
Family. ...

<>

| have always maintained that the way to
interest someone in leaving The Family is
not to come on hard sell (we were always
conditioned against that), but rather to show
the other side. In my successful efforts to
extract my siblings, | have neither built up
everything outside the Family, nor have | hit
very hard against the Family. | tried to show
that it is possible to have a good, fun, intel-
ligent life outside the group. ... The Family
is right to worry about “doubts.” | think that
whether they admit to it or not, those seeds
planted will eventually have an effect when
the inevitable “doubts” come. | know they
did for me.

<>

| also of course wanna see my siblings

—and naturally | hope that all children in



the Family—wake up and realize and get
themselves a lifestyle that will benefit them
in every way, from emotionally and finan-
cially, to educationally.
<>

... lwill never “move on” completely until
they [the Family] are no longer functioning
as an organization. ... | will do whatever |
can to get people out and bring justice.

150. Aswe vetalked about many times, the
Enemy’s wor ds have power. When you hear
doubts and lies and complaints and bitterness,
they affect you, no matter how strong you are.
How much more so our children or young
peoplewho are already battling alot themselves.
It'snot fair to subject themtothat. It will havea
negative effect on them.

151.1t’ sunder sandablethat you don’t want
tofurther alienate or antagonizeyour young
peoplewho haveleft the Family. Youwant tobe
accepting and not self-righteous; you want them
toknow that you till lovethem. That isimport-
ant. And likewetalked about at length earlierin
thisGN, itisimportant to bewilling to talk about
any sincere questions that they have, be will-
ing to apologize for things that were mistakes,
and make amends for those things which were
wrong.

152. But therecomesatimewhen you have
todraw theline. If they won't respect your be-
liefs and right to live your life the way you
choose, and insist on talking about their gripes
or bitterness in your Home or with your chil-
dren; if they continue to harp on issues which
you have already addressed; if they can’t move
onand, if nothing else, “agreeto disagree”; or if
they go even further and try to persuade you
that you' redoing thewrong thing with your life,
or try to influence your children and other young
people against the Word and the Family—then
you have to know where to draw the line and
say, “That's enough!”

153. You haveto seek theL ord about this,
because the solutions and rules that He might
givewill probably vary from situation to situa-
tion. But the bottom lineis, you are shepherds.

You are responsible not only for your wayward
sheep, but you are responsible to protect your
healthy sheep from being poisoned and becom-
ing sickly through this type of repeated expo-
sure to the Enemy’s doubts and lies and nega-
tivity. How you do that is something the Lord
will have to show you, because they’re your
kids; it'syour call.

154. You still need to love your former
member children unconditionally; it’ syour duty
before the Lord as parents. But that doesn’'t
mean that you have to stand by and listen to
their doubts and lies repeatedly, much less let
them spread them to your other Home members
and children. If they don’t love and respect you
enough to refrain from bringing up your differ-
ences, especialy infront of thechildren or others,
then you need to seek the Lord about how to
minimizethat negative exposure, and you' | have
toexplainit toyour former member children. It's
assimpleasthat. You don't haveto makeitinto
abig spiritual sermon—it’s really very reason-
ableand practical.

155. Familiesintheworld gothrough things
likethistoo, when someone makesalifestyle
choice that someone else doesn't agree with.
They either have to agree to disagree or else
they rarely see each other. Or when they do, it's
pretty miserablefor everyone. So you don't even
have to give a big explanation about the spiri-
tua warfareand how the Enemy’sliesare poison-
ous, and all the rest. That's really beside the
point for them, since they probably don't be-
lieve in the spiritual warfare anyway. You can
simply explain that if they can’t be civil and re-
spectful and positive when they’ re around you
and the other kids, then you’ re not going to see
each other for awhile—or whatever itistheLord
shows you to do.

156. I’'m not saying that you should cut all
contact with your former member children if
they don’t havean immediate changeof heart.
But if they can't at least respect your beliefs
and lifestyle enough to stop talking disrespect-
fully about it, mocking it, and arguing about it
when they’re around you and your kids, then
you heed to pray about what kind of contact
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you should have with them so that it doesn’t
affect and hurt your other kidsand young people
intheHome.

157. Theideal isthat you can have good
communication with your kidswhoaren'tin
theFamily, that you can help them and support
them, and show mutual respect for each other.
That’sthegoal. The Lord wantsusto reach out
to them—even the ones who are troubled or
causing trouble, and show them unconditional
love. He wants usto try to help them over their
doubts and questions and help them find closure
to the past if they are sincere in wanting help.
But if they don’t want help and aren’t yet to the
stage where talking about these things actually
helps to resolve issues and hel ps them to move
on, then there’'s no use repeating things over
and over and over again, and rehashing issues
that are difficult for both of you. The Enemy
would love to use that to weaken you too, tear
down your faith, discourage and condemn you,
and all therest.

158. I1t's something you need to seek the
L ord about and find out what Hissolutionsare
for your personal situation. Hereissome coun-
sel the Lord gave, general guidelines that will
help you in formulating further questionsto ask
Him.

(Jesus speaking:)

159. « Determine if they are sincerely
seeking answer s about things that happened
inthe past, thingsin their own lives, or other un-
resolved issues. This is something you should
seek Mein prophecy about, for only | know their
hearts and the deep questions that they have—
whether they arerooted in sincerity and adesire
to know the answers, or whether they aresimply
seeking to argue and their minds are closed to
thetruth at thistime.

160. « If you havegoneover thingsof the
past, if you have endeavored to help them re-
solve painful or difficult issues, if you know you
have done what you could but they are insist-
ent on hashing over and over the same old
things; if they are determined to lash out at you
evenif only verbally, you may have to put your

foot down by taking afirmer stance. You canlet
them know, “L ook, Honey, we' ve been over this
before. What is the point of hashing over the
same things?’ Unless they show signs of truly
wanting answers, of truly wanting to listen, hag-
gling over theissueswill bear little fruit. Those
who do not want to listen and who make no
attempt to resolve the issues, but simply keep
repeating their side of theissue, put themselves
in adifferent category altogether.

161.+ It'swisetoavoid confrontation, but
you don’t havetosit and allow them towalk all
over you or your other children, spreadingtheir
doubtsand murmurs. Beloving. Tell themyou
love them, assure them you love them, but let
them know thereisnot much pointininteracting
if they insist on tearing down you and your be-
liefs and faith. If they want to find common
ground to communicate on, that’s fine.

162. « Remember that asin water face
answer eth to face, so the heart of manisre-
flected to man. Claimthe keysand |ean onyour
key power to stay calm and patient and show a
large measure of love. You can let them know, if
you have specifically asked Me and | give you
the okay, “ Sorry, that isn’'t the whole truth.” Or
say, “Sorry, but that is one interpretation; there
is another side to that.” And follow it up with,
“I’'m so sorry you fed thisway, but | loveyou....”
Thekey hereisto hear from Mein each instance
sothat | can giveyou conviction, tempered with
love and wisdom. You do not haveto provoke a
confrontation, but you can show your sadness
at being berated.

163.+ Besweet and sympathetic, but bere-
alisticaswell. If you are faced with allegations
which you know nothing about, terrible things
which supposedly happened to others, you may
not be hearing the truth of the matter—at |east
not the full truth. Stories of atrocitiesor of atro-
cious behavior take on alife of their own after a
while, and grow with each retelling. So, while
you can express sympathy, skepticism may also
be in order, as well as a few questions as to
whether the person who is retelling the story
was actually thereand saw or heard it take place
personally.
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164.+ Seek Mefor waystoshowthem love,
and at the sametime, how to avoid being put in
a position where they let loose and blast you.

165.« Mogt of all, keep praying desper atdly
for them. Keep claiming thekeys. Ask otherswho
can also help you to pray for them. Through the
keys | am able to change any heart, spirit, or
mind. You must not give up the fight in prayer.

166. » Realize that prayer is the most
power ful thing you can do. With some, you may
have to step back for atime, asfar ashaving per-
sond contact withthem, but al thewhileyou must
keep committing the situation to Mein prayer.

167.+ Itisvitallyimportant that you con-
tinuetoseek Meat every turn on what todo,
how to communicate, how to show your love,
how to handle these who hang on to resentment,
anger, bitterness and rebellion.

168. | haveall theanswers. Continually re-
mind yourselves that behind these attacks are
strong spiritual forces, but you can know that
these forces are nothing compared to the power
of the keys you hold in your hands. Practice
with the keys and learn to wield them precisely
and accurately now, in faith and confidence in
Me.

169. Keep using the keys, keep trusting,
keep puttingthekeystothetest and they will
not fail you. Keep committing your children and
loved onesto Me in the power of the keys and
stand back and watch Me work. (End of mess-
age from Jesus.)

& o

170. (Mama:) Here's another message
from the Lord that helpsto put thingsin per-
spective.

171. (Jesusspeaking:) Let M ecomfort your
hearts, My dear parents. | know how difficult it
is as a shepherd to have to close your ears to
the bleats of one of your sheep. And in most
other cases when a sheep islost, as good shep-
herdsit’syour job to go and seek and savethem,
rather than let them be. But in cases where the
sheep doesn’t want to be rescued, when they
are not yet ready to let the shepherd pry them

from the brambles, or even be open to being
friendly or amicable, then it is time to commit
them to Me, place them in My loving, strong,
and gentle hands, and keep your other sheep
frombeing luredinto the bramblesby their bleat-
ing and calling.

172. Remember that they areMine, and
they alwayswill be. | will carefor them, evenif
it'snot possible or expedient for you to havethe
kind of contact with them youwould like. | will
betherefor them. Andif you arefaithful to check
inwith Meregularly, | will let you know clearly
when they are ready to again resume contact
withyouinafruitful and positiveway. You want
to“bethere” for them as soon asthey’ reready—
at least in spirit and loving communication and
support—>but trying to help them beforethey’re
ready to be helped can just prolong the process,
and pull some of your other kids out inthe mean-
time.

173. Soseek Meastowhat thesituation is
in your case. Ask Meto speak about the hidden
issues, the things that you don’t understand,
the things that are going through their minds
and hearts, what their motives are, and | will. |
am the revealer of secrets, and you can grow to
understand the situation from My perspective,
which will giveyou faith and peace. | can show
you what to do, what would be most effective
and wisest in your particular case. | will not fail
to give you promises that you can stand on and
cam.

174. Theend of theroad you alr eady know
—your children areMine. They havebeenMine
from before the foundation of the world, and
each and every one will eventualy return to
My armsand My service, whether inthislife or
thenext. [See" TheSilver Lining,” ML #3166:90—
109, Lifelines 24.] In the meantime, you must
help them all you can to seethetruth. But there
are times when the best way you can do that is
by praying for them and letting Mework intheir
livesin the way that | know best.

175. You also haveaduty totheflocksthat
arewithin your fold, toprotect and nurtureand
srengthen them, and not allow them tobeweak-
ened through what you allow intothefold. Of
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course, once your sheep are of age, it's their
choice if they want to go out and find these
things for themselves. But what you allow into
the fold is another matter, and | hold you ac-
countablefor it.

176. So seek Me and | will give you an-

swersfor your particular situation. | will make
your way clear. | will comfort your hearts and
giveyou peace. | loveyou, and will continueto
care for you and your little ones—both in and
out of the Family—for | am your Good Shep-
herd. (End of message from Jesus.)

177.(Mama:) Following areafew prom-
isesfrom theL ord about thegood spiritsand
angelswhich are assigned to our children
whoaren’t in theFamily. Thank the Lord we
can call on them and pray for them as they
watch over our loved ones.

178. (Dad:) TheL ord won't leaveher, and
He'll bewith her each step of theway. Her
specia guardian angel is going to be right
therewith her, trying to help her maketheright
decisions. Even outside of the Family, theLord
still triesto help usjust as much. He still tries
to help us make the right choicesin our lives
so that we can help and love others. (From
“TheSilver Lining,” ML #3166:115.)

<>

179. (Jesus)) | givegreat attentiontoMy

childrenwhohavedeparted from their phys-

cal parentsand from thefaith-giving atmos-
phere of the Family. When they cry, | hear,
and | givetothem. | attend to them very care-
fully. I watch over them. They have minister-
ing spirits who are there to protect them, to
speak to their hearts and minds and spirits,
and to teach them and guide them. Their teach-
ersand caretakerswerethere[when they were
inthe Family] to nurturethem and guidethem
and trainthemin My ways, and now My min-
istering spirits attend to them and guide and
traintheminthespirit. (From“The Silver Lin-
ing,” ML #3166:189.)
<>

180. (Spirit helper speaking:) All of
Jesus’ wandering children have special
guardianslikemewho areby their sidesat
all times, no matter what they do or how far
they stray. (From an unpublished message.)

Obtherion

181. (Mama:) Nomatter what stateour kids
arein or what they will or won't receivefrom
us, wecan pray for them! We can pray fervently,
desperately, and wield the keys on their be-
halfl—And that is something that the Enemy
can't stand against! Evenif your loved onewho
has left the Family doesn’t believe in prayer
anymore, it will still work onthem and for them!
It's our secret weapon, and we know how to
wieldit! Remind yourself constantly, it’snot the
least you can do for them, but the most! At the
end of this GN are some brand-new key prom-
isesspecifically for praying for our young people
who arenot inthe Family. They’ re beautiful and
positive and very encouraging. Hanging on to
them and claiming them will be ahuge strength
to you, not to speak of a powerful forcein the
spirit to effect change.
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182. On the subject of praying for our
young people, theL ord alsorevealed another
evil spiritual entity whofightsour young people
who have chosen not tobein the Family. Thank
the Lord for revealing this so that we can pray
against him specifically! Followingisan excerpt
of aletter | received from one of you.

183. (Excerpt of letter from a Family
mother:) | wanted to tell you about the name
of a demon that | received while praying for
my son who lives with us, but is not a part of
the Family. | received the name Obtherion
[pronounced Ob-ther-on], related to
Apotheon. This was the Lord’s answer to
my prayer for us to know exactly who is fight-
ing him. When | later checked the meaning
of the prefixes and suffixes, | found that “ob”
means “against,” “theo” means God, as



you know, and “ion” means “the act of.” So
this adds up to a spirit working directly
against God, against love and faith. |
thought this might be relevant to other young
people who are so closed off to the Lord’s
Spirit—this cold and relentless attitude of
disbelief that seems to come over them.

184. (Mama:) Weasked theL ord toreveal
mor e about this demon, as having this demon
exposed and being able to fight him through
prayer seems to be an important piece of the
puzzlein knowing how to hel p our young people.

185. (Jesus speaking:) I’m going to give
you apictureof Obtherion. Don’t be surprised
by his appearance, for heis one of the masters
of disguised intentions. His spirit isaseducing
one—of trickery, persistent flattery, and entice-
ment. Heis of the same nature as Obstacon—a
gly, deceptive demon in appearance. Hisgoal is
to seduce and beguile until he has My children
in the state and position he desires: that of an
active and unrelenting apostate!

186. (Vison:) I’'m seeingtheform of aman
appear, with awispy, almost ddlicateframe. He
looks very young, and has short blond hair. His
face has avery definitive line down the middle
of it—half of hisface appearsto be painted white,
and the other half is painted blue. Then around
his neck is this tight choker, a double band of
white beads. For lack of abetter description, he
appearsto bevery “artsy” in spirit. Butit'snot an
uplifting or creative sort of artsiness, but one
that's sort of revolting. He's holding this white
handkerchief in his hand—dangling it in front
of me.

187. Now hisfeaturesarechangingtore-
veal moreof hiswicked, evil spirit. He'sclearly
homosexual. And he's not the sort of friendly or
subdued type of homosexual, but thetypewhao's
very blatant about it, very evil and rebellious, one
who manifests a defiant and in-your-face form
of rebellion against godlinessand God Himself.

188. He has a wicked smirk on his face.
Now he appearsto be wrapping thiswhite hand-

kerchief hewas holding around someone'seyes
—effectively blindfolding them, and he’swrith-
ing and prancing around them in wicked glee!
We rebuke you, Obtherion, through the power
of the keys! (End of vision.)

189. (Jesus speaking:) Now you have seen
thisonewho hasattracted, cajoled, and sweet-
talked My children who haveallowed him en-
trancethrough their prideand rebellion. Heis
amaster of charm, coaxing and baiting My un-
wary children until he has ensnared them, blind-
folded them in spirit, and sucked them into the
same blatant rebellion against Me. That's his
wicked goal—to turn those who have left the
fold utterly and completely against Me! Strong
pride gives him entrance, and from there he does
his damage through flattery of that same pride
that caused My childrento stray inthefirst place.

190. Thisonehasbeen around many ages.
Lucifer wastheoriginal apostate, and Obtherion
followed fast on his heels, as one of theinitial
legionsof angelswho fell with Lucifer. He, like
Lucifer, fell dueto choosing rebellion and defi-
ance of Me. Pride was his downfall, as was
Lucifer's. And he, like hismaster, was one of the
original miscreants and heretics—arecusant* —
choosing self above Me, and refusing to obey
My authority. (*recusant: somebody who re-
fuses to obey authority)

191. Now heworksin theunderworld as
oneof Lucifer’s—in open, disgusting defiance
and disrespect of Meand all that isgodly. His
blatant homosexuality isindicative of hiswicked
rebellion, as he lures and beguiles the mind—
through pride—into strong disbelief. Heisthe
master of both illusion and delusion. It iswhen
My children turn from Me and succumb to
strong pride that Obtherion, the master of delu-
sion, gainsentrance. Hisgoa >—To gather more
and moreinto hiswicked fold as apostates, de-
ceived into rebellion against Me and My ways
through the pride in their heart.

192. Heisoneyou must actively and per -
sistently rebukethrough the power of thekeys!
You must be the strong defense and wall against
him gaining entranceinto thelives and hearts of
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your loved ones who have departed. Pray for
your own, that their pridewill be contained, and
that they will not be open prey to Obtherion’s
lures and seduction. (End of message from
Jesus.)

193. (Jesus speaking:) Not all homo-
sexuals are acting in blatant rebellion
against Me. Somearesimply deceived and
spiritualy ill, in need of My cleansing and
healing, like any other sinner. But demons
are different, and when a demon chooses
homosexuality as histrademark, you can be
surethat itisin blatant defiance of Me, rev-
eling in something | hate, for in the begin-
ning | created them male and female, and
told them to be fruitful and multiply. The
beautiful union of man with woman is or-
dained by Me, a symbol of Me and My
church, My beautiful Bridewho makeslove
to Meand bearsMe many spiritual children,
soulswhowill dwell with Meforever. Homo-
sexuality isthe Enemy’s perversion of My
plan, man with man, bearing no fruit, no new
souls, and often leading only to disease and
death for thosewhotakepartinit. Itisasin,
awillful defiance of My ways and arejec-
tion of My love, and though | love the sin-
ner, | hate the sin itself. Rebuke Obtherion
in the power of the keys, and he must flee.
(End of message from Jesus.)

Helping Your Kids Who Are in the
Family to Be Prepared for the
Decisions They’ll Make

194. (Mama:) TheL ord recently gavesome
good counsel about shepherding our kidswho
areintheFamily and growing up servingthe
Lord with us, and how to better prepare them
for the choices that they will make one day—
whether to continue on as missionaries or to
pursue other pathsin life.

195. (Jesus speaking:) | want to giveyou
someupdated counsd regar ding preparing your

children for the decisionsthat each one of them
must make one day.

196. Times are changing. And just as the
Family has had to adapt and adjust many times
through the years, so now is another one of
thosetimes, wherel’ mleading in new waysand
doing new things. Those who want to continue
to be My disciples must remain new bottles—
ready to receive and practicethe New Wine, with-
out becoming critical of the past and doubting
the way | am leading today. It takes faith and
humility to do so. But each and every change
that | have brought about, | have brought at the
right time.

197. 1t’seasy tolook back and say, “ Oh, |
wish wehad known then what weknow now.”
But thefact is, if you had known then what you
know now, things likely wouldn’t have turned
out theway | wanted them to. | have used even
your extremes, even your naivety to accomplish
My will.

198. What if your Father David had tried to
start the Revolution with a bunch of you who
knew then what you know now?Wouldyou have
been willing to follow in the same way? Would
you have gotten out the message in such ex-
treme ways, which was My way for that time?
Would you have trusted Me for all that you
trusted Me for? Each time and mode of opera-
tion has had its purpose. Yes, there have been
some human errors and mistakes, but that’s the
wonderful thing about following Me and trust-
ing Mewith your life—even mistakesand errors
| have made to work together for your good. |
didn’'t will them; I didn’t make them comeabout.
But because |’ mthe great God of the universe, |
have been able to use even mistakes, misunder-
standings, misinterpretations and misudgments
for your good, and | will continue to do so, as
long as you love Me and are “called according
to My purpose.”

199. Sowill you continuetotrust Menow?
Will you remain anew bottle, ready tofollow the
new directions| takeyou, without looking back
with criticism of the way you were going be-
fore? Can you trust and believe that when you
give your life to Me, | use it in the best way
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possible? | allow nothing to be wasted—noth-
ing that you go through, nothing that you give,
nothing that is given to Me. | useit al in the
best way possible. Many times that’s hidden
from your view, but it'swherefaith comesin—
faith to believe My Words, faithin My love and
carefor you.

200. Back tothe subject of needingto see
somethingsin a new way: | want to give you
someinsight into your childrenwho you arerais-
ing now that will help youtorelateto them better.
Some of thismight be atest, for you might think
that if | had clarified thislong ago, you wouldn't
be having some of the problems you’re having
today. But remember that thisis My answer for
today—not for yesterday, not for tomorrow nec-
essarily, but for today.

201. You know that not all your children
will grow up and decidetotakeup thehigh call-
ing of being missionaries. Some of them will
choose other paths. | have told you and com-
forted you many timesthat no matter what path
your children choose, they will alwaysbe Mine.
| will never leave them, even if they leave Me.
And one day you will al be united again. All
misunderstandingswill beclarified. All tearswill
bewiped away. All the pain of separation will be
gone forever. You have done well in trying to
prepare them for whatever path of life they
choose. And this you should continue doing,
for itisasign of love and trust in them, and it
freesthem to maketheir decisionswithout pres-
sure or condemnation.

202. Besidesensuringthat their education
isdocumented and complete sothat no matter
what decision they make, they will be well
equipped tofacelife, herearesomeother things
you can doto help preparethem, andtolet them
know that no matter what they choose, you love
them and will alwayslovethem. That security of
lovewill help them greatly in their decision-mak-
ing here and now, and will also help them to
have the humility to make the right decisions
later on, whether they chooseto stay in My full-
time service or pursue another life. (See also
“Charter Amendments 2003,” the section on
“High School Education,” pp. 31-35, GN 1033.)

203. 1) Emphasizeto them that the most
important thingistheir relationship with Me.
No matter what they decideinlife, that will carry
them through, makethings easier, and givethem
thestrength to face thedifficultiesof life. | never
change. No matter what changesinyour lives, |
never change. | am always there for them, for
you, for al My children. That isthe goal of the
Family—for each person to know Me, and to
help al those who don’t know Me to come to
know Me. But sometimes that gets lost in the
multitude of details and counsel and pushesand
priorities. So especially for your children, you
need to make it very clear that that's the most
important thing, regardless of what else happens
in life—and it will do you good to refocus on
that aswell.

204. L et them know that your heart’sde-
sirefor them, aboveanything and everything
else, isthat they know M eper sonally and have
acloseand intimaterelationship with Me. Of
course, thisiswhat you' ve always been trying
to givethem. But makingit really clear likethat
will help them understand how important it is,
regardless of what they want in life.

205. M ost Family children know that one
day they will havetomakeadecison about what
they want todowith their lives, and you can bet
that the Enemy is on their case, trying to pull
them away from the lifestyle of service to Me.
Those who are undecided often think that if
they’renot going to bein the Family, why should
they work on their relationship with Me. It needs
to be emphasized and made clear to them that
their relationship with Meisthefoundationto a
happy life, no matter what career or path they
choose. That is something they won't really
grasp until they have morelife experience under
their belt, but it’s something that should be made
clear to them early on, and that you should em-
phasize.

206. 2) It doesn’t hurt to sometimesbring
up that nomatter what pathin lifethey choose,
thespiritual principlesthey canlearn nowin
their Family training if they apply themselves
will servethem well throughout life. Each per-
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son on Earth faces the spiritual battles, the
struggles of life; thus concepts like obedience
and fear of Me, making theright decisions, stand-
ing up for your convictions, honesty, love and
respect for others, humility and willingness to
admit when you’ rewrong, communication skills,
prayer and prayerfulness, even rising above and
praise, arevital to having ahappy life.

207. So asyou' reemphasizing these con-
ceptsand teachingthem toyour children and
young people, besides making it clear to them
that your goal for living isto reach as many as
possible with My love, remind them every so
often that these lessons of life will serve them
well no matter what walk of life they choose.
That will help them to seethat it isimportant to
apply themselvesto learning these things, even
if they’ re not planning to be missionaries.

208. Many of your kidsaren’t planning
right now to be missionarieswhen they grow
up. And all of themwill at sometimego through
aphase where they're sure that’s not what they
want to do. It's part of the testing and decision-
making processthat all My disciples go through.
But depending on how you handleit, it can either
be apassing phase or it can turninto aset rebel -
lion and determination that will push them to
carry it out. Responding openly, lovingly, with
understanding, but still setting boundaries, is
the way you need to react.

209. 3) Talk about thingsopenly with your
children. Before you do, really pray and seek
Me asto what the key isto the conversation, to
their hearts, and ask Me to reveal to you, even
before you start, what questions they have. |
can then help you to approach things from an
anglethat will encourage honesty, and yet pro-
vide them with good answers to help them in
their thought processes and stages of growth.

210. It helpstotalk about thefuturesome-
times, toacknowledgethat they probably don’t
know yet what they want to do. You can behon-
est about your feelings, and how you want them
to be missionaries, because that’s what you've
found to bethe most fulfilling life on the face of
the Earth. But it's not because you' re trying to

push them into anything, and no matter what
they choose, you'll love them and do all you
can to be there for them when they need you.
211. Just talking about it openly can help
relieve alot of the pressure. The Enemy uses
that feeling of pressureto makethem fedl trapped,
like they haveto break out and rebel. But really
it'sthe Enemy trying to tear them away fromthe
life where they’ll be truly happy and fulfilled
serving Me, and the most useful inwinning souls
for My eterna Kingdom. The point is, the Enemy
exaggeratesthe normal teen feelings of wanting
tobeindividualistic, theinborn rebellion against
the status quo, the desire for change and excite-
ment, and hetriesto useit to convince them and
you that they’ll never be happy in the Family.
But if you can seek Me about how to release
that pressure, meet their needs, and let them burn
free, they’ Il bemuch more content, and also much
morerational and maturein their decision-mak-

ing.

212.4) Realizethat you'regoingtohaveto
spendtimewith your children and invest intheir
future, whether you doit now or later. If they're
having problems now, it's sometimes easy to
blow it off or think that whatever else you have
to do with the running of the Home and all that
comes up each day is more important. But stop
and think about it—if they choose to leave the
Family and need help to get set up, and you
have to leave your Home and mission field for
several monthsto help them, that’'sgoing to take
you completely away from your ministry.

213. I1t’salways better to invest thetime
now—not just because it’s wiser business
policy totakecareof problemswhen they're
small, but becausethey’reyour children, the
most pricelessgift and greatest responsibility
I"vegiven you personally. Seek Me about what
they need. Maybe they just need to know that
they’ reimportant to you and that you love them
and want to see them happy. Maybe you need
to rearrange your schedule to accommodate
their needs. Maybe you need to just take off on
the road with them for awhile for some quality
time together with Me and each other and the
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sheep, without all the other thingsthat interfere
with thetruepriorities. | have asolution in each
case, and almost without exception, investing
the time and whatever is needed to help meet
their needs now—whatever those needs are—
will wind up saving timein thelong run.

214.5) GivethemtoMein your heart and
remind your self continually that they areMine,
and | will carefor them. Thiswill help youto
have a better balance in your actions. If you're
trying to make them do what you want them to
do, or if you' retrying to make them be thekind
of missionaries you think would beideal, or if
you're trying to save face in front of your co-
workers or shepherds by making them behave
in a certain way, it's going to put unnecessary
pressure onyour kids. Evenif youdon't realize
it, they'll feel it, and it will affect them.

215. Regularly givingthemtoMein your
heart, remindingyour sef that they'reMineand
| will carefor them, and that whatever they
choosein thislife, they will comeback, either
inthislifeor thenext,toMeand My service,
will help you deal with things more objectively,
and therefore handl e things better, and commu-
nicate a more balanced, stable, secure attitude
of unconditional love to your kids. It startsin
your heart. Give Meyour fearsand your worries
sothat | can giveyou peace. Thenyou will com-
municateto your children the perfect balance of
acceptance and dedication. (End of messagefrom
Jesus.)

Acid Tests

216. (Mama:) Going back tothesubject of
our kidswhoareout of theFamily and negative,
evenifyoureallytry, really pray, and doall you
can, it’ snot guar anteed that your kidswill rec-
oncilewith you or that your relationship will
becomeamicableimmediatdy. That'snot some-
thing to be condemned about or think that you
failed in. They have a choice too, and in some
cases they probably just aren't ready yet to
humbl e themselves and apologize for their part
inthe matter. But if you’ ve donewhat you could,
then you can trust the Lord that He will help

them come around when they’ reready to humble
themselves, just asyou had to humble yourself.

217. Saying positivein your communica-
tionswith them and continuing to lovethem
even if you'renot seeingthefruits, and yet re-
maining focused on the goals the Lord has
shownyouto strivefor inyour life on your mis-
sionfield, while not letting the Enemy’s attacks
through them weaken you, can be a challenge.
The Lord gives some beautiful counsel and en-
couragement in thefollowing messagethat really
sumsit all up.

218. Remember, they arethelLord’s, and
always will be. That will never change. And
evenif you' renot ableto hel p them comearound,
our wonderful Husband, Shepherd, and great
God of the universeisin control, even though
they’ vetemporarily turned away from Him, and
Hewill eventually bring them back to thefold—
here and now on Earth, or there and then in
Heaven. So comfort yourselves and otherswith
thosewords, and continueto commit everything
toHim, al thewhile staying faithful to your call-
ing of winning theworld for Him.

219. We asked the Lord to give counsel
about how you can handlethisattack, how to
best overcome it. | pray His counsel will be
strengthening and encouraging for you.

220.1 loveyou very much, dear ones.| under-
stand thesedifficult fedingsand emotions, and
Peter and | pray for you very desper ately. Our
hearts are broken too, for all our children and
loved oneswho arein this apostate state. We're
praying for them too, and trusting our Good
Shepherd to carefor them and bring them around
in Histime. We know He will. And through our
prayers, Hecanwork intheir livesand do things
we could never do.

Muchloveinour vigilant, loving, wise Shep-
herd and Keeper of our loved ones,

Mama

221. (Jesus speaking:) Guilt is an ex-
tremely debilitatingbondageand avery power -
ful weapon and tool in thehandsof the Enemy
and thoselisteningtoand dancingtohistunes.
And that’s precisely why the Enemy isusing it
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more than ever—particularly through apostate
children upon their Family parents—in an effort
to derail our dear FGA parentsby weighing them
down with heavy feglingsof guilt laid upon them
by their own departing children.

222. Of cour se, you of thefirst generation
havefdt theimpact of thisweapon before. Many
of your own System parentsused it onyouto a
degree: Theemotional guiltlaid onyoufor “leav-
ing” or “deserting” them to serve Me. When all
other attemptsfailed in their effortsto dissuade
you from forsaking theworldto follow Me, their
last resort—and one of the most emotionally
charged and powerful ploysof all—wastolay a
guilt trip of one sort or another on you. “Look
what you’ re doing to your mother! You' re mess-
ing up her life! That's not very Christian, that's
not very loving! How can that be right? She's
distraught, having a breakdown because of what
you're doing!” “We' ve poured everything into
you, given our livesfor you, and isthishow you
repay us?’ Most of you have heard these lines
or similar onesbefore. You' veall felt thisploy to
one degree or another. And if you didn't feel it
with your own parents, then most likely you'll at
sometimefeel it to some degree from departing
children or other loved ones.

223. TheEnemy will useanythingat all to
pull you away from fulfilling your destiny and
My highest will in your life. He playslow and
dirty—about as dirty as you can get—and at the
drop of ahat won't hesitate to play the puppeteer
and pull on your emotional heartstrings regard-
ing your children. It's one of the most effective
tools he has, because emotions and fedings of
commitment and responsibility toward your chil-
dren as parents are some of the strongest bonds
and attachments there are. So when confronted
with these emotions, not only doesit distract you
and draw your attention away from the harvest
before you, but it lays guilt on you—Something
whichisvery difficult to shakeand ded with, espe-
cialy whenit hasto dowith your own children—
themost sensitive part of your heart and emotions.

224. The Enemy will condemn you left,
right, and center, al with the purpose of derail-
ing you and making you feel so bad for serving

Meand having raised your childrenin the Fam-
ily and what they’ re supposedly going through
because of it, that your only possible hope of
redemption and hel ping your childrenisto pack
up and leave aswell!

225. You havetoremember, the Enemy’s
not a bit concerned about your children and
their welfar e, but he'll use any meanshe can—
including these same ex-member young people
—totwist thetruth, to wring and twist your emo-
tions and get you so consumed with guilt and
your obligation and duty toward them that you' ||
virtually be ready to do anything for them—in-
cluding deserting your plow. That's his goal—
plainand simple.

226. And this sort of thing will only in-
crease astimeswax wor seand wor seand the
Enemy’s lies and accusations increase, and
those given over to him—including apostate chil-
dren and apostate loved ones—increasein num-
bers. Thisisasad truth, and you'll continue to
see My Scriptures fulfilled as the days go on in
seeing “ daughter turned against mother,” “ mother
against daughter,” and even they of your own
flesh and blood and househol d shall turn against
you and persecute you, thinking they do Me
and mankind service (Luke 12:53, 21:16-17; John
16:2). This Scripture was not just given for the
first generation in departing from their parents
and the System of their day. It’'sa Scripture that
will continueto befulfilled generation after gen-
eration, and unfortunately as the days grow
darker and darker, this Scripturewill befulfilled
morethan ever.

227. Certain thingshavenot changed over
time, and oneof them istheEnemy and thesame
old tacticsand tricks he’s always used. Your
apostate children may say they have your best
interests at heart—and some have sincerely de-
luded themselves into thinking this way—but
that’s not the case, nor will it be in your best
interests. Many of these active apostates have
become consumed withthe Enemy’sliesand their
own bitterness and selfishness. All they really
want is vindication, attention, and support of
their lies and the lie they are living. And what
better way than to get their parents’ support
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and sense of responsibility focused solely on
them? Of course, these ones are so taken by the
Enemy’sdelusionsand lies, they don't seeit as
pulling their parents down from the wall—in
fact, quitethe contrary. But that isthe truth and
reality behind this renewed ploy of the Enemy.

228.You havetoremember, My dear FGA
parents, that onceyour child or children have
allowed bitternessor theEnemy’sliesto con-
sumeand overtakethem, then they will nolonger
give you the respect you deserve for the life of
sacrifice you lead. Instead the finger of blame
will be pointed your way—either directly at you,
the Word, the Family or leadership. A scapegoat
will be needed. Infollowing the Enemy’strain of
thought, hewill demand it of them, all thewhile
very skillfully pointing any blameaway from them-
selves and at the scapegoat the Enemy wants
the blame really focused on—Me! He wantsto
dlander Me and al that | stand for through your
apostate former member children.

229. Your apostate children’svision and
attitudeshavebecomewar ped and distorted, and
to expect them to be proud of what you do is
unrealistic. It’san expectation you can no longer
have, because they are no longer seeing things
with the same eyes. In many cases their spiri-
tual eyes have become closed. They revert to
the state of their natural man, who receives not
thethings of the spirit. Their eyes have become
clouded with selfishness, their own interests,
and the distortions and lies of the Enemy.

230. So, My dear loves—you who bear the
weight of having apostatechildren—I know this
isa hard saying, one | am even grieved to lay
upon you, but this will be the cross you will
have to bear for Me as you continue to follow
Me. It may mean living with the scorn and dis-
dain of your own children—those who you
trained and poured your heart, soul, and lifeinto
for yearsand years. It may mean having to con-
tinue to bear the brunt of their allegations, in-
flamed emotions, and accusations against you,
the Word, and the Family, and yet continuing to
show them you love them and are interested in
them, and supporting themin whatever way you
canin spite of al these things.

231. Inshort, it may mean taking up your
cross—continuingtoloveand try to help your
apostatechildrenin thewaysthat | show you,
even if they don’t receiveit—and yet continu-
ingtoloveand follow Meanyway. | know thisis
a heavy and sorrowful cross to carry, because
for many that cross can grow heavier and more
draining and time-consuming over time, asthe
days grow darker and darker, and as some of
these ones give themsel ves over more and more
to the spirit of the Enemy and the world.

232. Inyour lovefor Meand your service
for MeasMy Endtimesoldier s, therewill al-
ways be such acid tests—tests of your love,
devotion, and loyalty to Me and your calling
above al. Always to you, My Endtime brides,
therewill bethe question and call beforeyou of,
“Lovest thou Me?—Feed My sheep,” and “he
that loveth son or daughter more than Meis not
worthy of Me. And he that taketh not his cross,
and followeth after Me, is not worthy of Me’
(John21:17; Mat.10:37-38). Thisisdiscipleship.
Thisiswhat it costsand what it will always cost.
Frequently—and it will become even more so
with time—it will strike at the heart and emo-
tions heavily. I'm sorry for this, My loves. If
there were any way around this, or over this, or
under this, | would find it for you, becausel love
you so very dearly and would withhold nothing
from you. And | love these apostate children
dearly. They are Mine and alwayswill be.

233. What remainsisthat you must con-
tinuetolovethem, continuetosupport themin
whatever way you can, but you must recognize
whentheEnemy isattemptingtoderail you, even
through your children. Thisiswhen you must
draw thelinein the spirit and know just how far
you can and cannot go in your convictions and
stance as My fulltime disciple. It's the same
stance every Family member must have. It'sthe
same stance of faith and conviction your king
and queen have of following Meno matter what.
So this is when you must continue to commit
your apostate children to Me in full faith and
trust, asatrue and faithful Father, knowing you
have done what you could, and then ... you go
on for Me. (End of message from Jesus.)
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(From “Mama’s Birthday 2002, Part 1,” ML #3443:35-42, GN 1024:)

(Vison:) Comingforwardisasmplebut
beautiful girl. She's very demure and non-
descript in appearance. There's nothing out-
standing or dramatic about her appearance at
all. It seemsthat sheisnot of importance, but
what she bearsin her handsis of importance.

She'sholdingand gazingintothisbeau-
tiful, glowing crystal ball. | say crystal ball
because that is the closest description | can
give, although it really doesn’t do it justice.
Insidethissupernatural ball, which resembles
aball of moving liquid light, isa
beautiful rotating golden key.

=

(Spirit being speak-
ing:) | bear the key to
strengthen your heart,
Queen Maria. You ask,
“What is this liquid
light?What isthiskey?’
Thisis your Husband's
personal gift to you—His
special and chosen love,
HisOwn dear Maria. i

Thisistheball, thespiri-
tual circumference, asit wer e, of
your personal and collectivetear sand prayers
that have reached our Husband's ears and
heart over the departing of your young ones,
and even that of your own flesh son. This
golden key is suspended within the “liquid”
of your tears and prayers. And the supernatu-
ral glow you see enveloping and surrounding
thisball? Thisisthe power that your tearsand
prayers have generated for your young ones.

I comenow on thisday of celebration of
your birth tobear thisgift toyou, Maria, and
thechildren of David. Thiskey hasbeen cre-
ated and is empowered by your tears and
prayers, and that of your children. Itisthe key
specifically designed to strengthen your heart
and your emotions and to give you the re-
solve and fortitudeto fight on despite the natu-
ral heart of man. Thisis the key to help you
rise above your emotions and above the natu-

. M
i ﬁ

ral heart of man. It gives you access and en-
trance to the lock of the heart of God—the
Creator of al living things, the heart of al that
isand ever shall be. Thisisthekey tothevery
heart of God, which seesand knows and com-
prehends all things.

Thiskey hasthepower to help you and
all your children see things as they really
are, toseebeyond emotions, beyond theheart
of mantothevery heart of God. Thisisthekey
of all-knowing love. Youwill need thiskey in

the coming days. Its power liesinits
magnitude, itsforesight, itsabil-
ity to see beyond human love
and emotions to what lies
ahead, what lies within the
realm of the spirit, whichis
sofar beyond thefleshand
earthly life. Just likelove,
it hasan extraspiritual eye
which sees beyond the
flesh and the carnal, and
transportsyouinstantly into
the realm of the spirit and
how the Lord sees things.
Sotakethiskey, my Maria. You
and your children will need it. Itisgenerated
and activated by prayer, so seeto it that it re-
mainsempowered through the heartfelt prayers
of your flock for your young ones—thosewho
have departed and wander in the wilderness of
thisworld. (End of message fromspirit being.)

1

(Mama:) Thegracethat thelL ord gives
usisreally an ability to seethingstheway He
seesthem. It's something to be sought after,
so that you can seethe Romans 8:28 in asitu-
ation, even in something as personaly deva
stating as one of your loved ones departing.
Accepting the Lord's mercy and grace helps
you miraculously not to feel so bad, because
you can then seethingsthe way He seesthem,
the“silver lining” inthedark clouds overhead.
(Seeadso ML #3166, Lifelines24/GN 762-63.)
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Keys promises to claim when praying for yourself, your kids who are out of the
Family, and your kids who are still in the Family:

I am all-knowing, all-powerful, all-present, and
the keys of the Kingdom give you access to all
of these qualities. Call on the keys and | will
give you the answers, the guidance, and all
that you need to make things right that have
turned out “wrong.”
(Jesusspeaking:) If youtry toanalyze
thispromise, it doesn’t makealot of sense.
But if you think about it with your eyesof
the spirit, you will seethat through the gift
of prophecy, through your prayers, through
claiming the keysfor My Spirit to be there
with your loved ones and comfort and help
them, you do have accessto all those quali-
ties. It'sapromisethat | intend to be claimed
and used in context. (End of message from
Jesus.)

| have pardoned you for your sins. Pardon
others as you would want pardon for your
wrongdoings. Call on the key of pardon and My
power will turn this key into a sword that will
break the chains of bondage that hold you
back and will give you spiritual freedom to both
forgive and accept My forgiveness for mistakes
and shortcomings.

Call on the key of spiritual enlightenment for
your loved ones who have left My service, and |
will be faithful to expose the deceitfulness of
the Devil to them.

Call on the key of hope, which is ready to be
wielded to defeat the Enemy’s voice, giving
words of strength and guidance to those who |
have called to return to My service.

Claim the key of spiritual closeness, and | will
use the experiences your loved ones go
through to draw them nearer to Me.

Call on the keys of truth that will reveal My
mighty hand and expose the lies of the Enemy.
The keys of truth can break through any barrier.
It may take time, but they will not fail.

When those you love turn against you, remem-
ber that you are doing My will. There is no
greater calling than to follow Me. Call on the
keys of comfort and conviction that will replace
discouragement and worry.

When your good is evil spoken of, look to the
keys of steadfastness. No accusation of the
Enemy, even from your loved ones, can perma-
nently hurt you when you call on the protective
power of the keys.

Let the lies and accusations of the Enemy roll
off you like water off a duck’s back by calling on
the keys of Heaven. They have special power
that the Enemy’s lies can’t penetrate. Claim
their “lie proof” coating.

Call on the keys to light the path of your child
who has gone astray, and then trust that it will
be done. The keys are more powerful than the
darkness of this world.

I’'m a permanent part of your loved one’s life.
Even if they try to ignore Me or bury Me, I'm still
there, hidden, waiting, ready to be accepted.
Ask the keys to keep on their trail and remind
them of My love, and one day they will come
back to Me.

The keys can work in the hearts and wills of
these young ones, and cause them to want to
search for light and truth.

Vandari spirits will seek to lay hold on all avail-
able vessels, but your full-of-faith prayers—
using the keys—can repel them.

The key of motivation is yours to claim. Use it to
help these young ones to become productive
and useful. This key can give them new vision.

The dying embers of faith in any heart can be
rekindled into a roaring fire when ignited by
blazing key power.
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The keys of the Kingdom will be a light to guide
these prodigal ones back to their Father's
house. Keep this fire always burning through
your intercessory prayers.

No matter what walls have been built around a
person’s heart, there is nothing too high or too
strong or too wide that My keys cannot scale,
break, or bridge. My love can reach even the
hardest of spirits.

The choices of these wayward children can be
affected through key power. But it waits for you
to activate it and focus it in the right direction.

The Enemy seeks to fill minds with hate and
bitterness, whereas you seek for them to re-
member their time with you with love and fond-
ness. The keys of the Kingdom can break the
tie. Call upon them and they will reset their
memories, painting a picture of light and hap-
piness, and preventing the ugly forces of dark-
ness from twisting and perverting what was
good.

If you feel that anyone is beyond hope, claim
the keys of hope and faith to renew your love
for the lost, and your vision that any and all can
return and be accepted in My fold.

When you call on the keys, you can be the
difference between someone becoming an
outside friend or a vengeful enemy.

The keys of the Kingdom are a strong “pesti-
cide,” which will kill any roots of bitterness that
the Enemy may plant.

Claim the keys of faith to help you never give
up hope, and then claim the keys of miracles
that can turn your hopes into reality.

So much depends upon the choices of the
heart. Call on the keys and they will loose the
angels which can influence wills and soften
hearts.

No matter how estranged you are from your
children, the keys can work miracles in their
heart and cause them to be receptive and
open to you and your love once again.

As you communicate with your child, call on the
keys of wisdom, discernment, and under-
standing, and | will help them feel your love
and care, even though they may not acknowl-
edge it.

Call on the keys to open your child’s eyes, that
they may see things more in the spirit and
recognize My hand in their life and how | am
still in control, even though they may not want
to admit it.

The keys can help your child feel My love, not
only through you and your love for them, but
through the good things | allow to happen in
their lives. Pray for the keys to reveal to your
child that it is of My doing when something
good happens, and not just “good luck.”

The keys of discernment can hold at bay the
poisons of the Enemy that try to make the lies
as truth and the truth as lies.

Pray desperately for the keys to rip out bitter-
ness by the root, so there is nothing left but

submissive and fertile soil that | can fill with

forgiveness and understanding.

Claim the keys of forgiveness and starting
over, that your child will forsake any bitterness
or resentment and not allow the Enemy a
stronghold in this area any longer.

Ask for the keys of motivation, inspiration, and
productivity to help your child find a job or ca-
reer or cause to sink their teeth into and be
inspired by, rather than drifting and being leth-
argic and unproductive.

The keys can open your children’s eyes to the
lies of the Enemy and help them be spiritually
astute and in tune, so that they can clearly see
what is a lie and what is the truth.
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Pray for the keys of enlightenment to help your
children see things as they really are, and not
allow the Enemy to cloud their mind with half-
truths, accusations, blame and justification.
The keys can open their eyes to the truth and
help them accept responsibility for themselves
and the situation they find themselves in.

Ask for the keys of conviction to spur your child
on and cause him to speak up and speak out
when lies are spewed forth and gossip and
rumors are spread abroad. The keys can help
him pull out of these evil machinations rather
than sink in to them.

Pray for the keys to activate your child’s helmet
and cause him to have a burning desire and
motivation to be a witness for Me, even if his
carnal mind opposes it. Through the keys | can
override any mindsets and cause your child to
give forth the truth, in spite of his conscious
efforts to withhold it.

The keys can open your child’s heart once
again to Me and My Spirit, and cause him to
recognize My hand in his life again and My
guidance in all he does. This acknowledgment
and recognition of Me will cause him to re-
member the sweet times of fellowship we had
together, and he’ll want to regain that close
communion and peace and comfort he once
had.

Call on the keys of restraint and they will con-
found any who wish to do harm to My work and
My children. These keys will not do harm to
your backslidden children, but will cause
things to come along that will occupy their
minds and hearts and will draw the focus of
their attention elsewhere, away from doing the
Family harm.

Pray against pride and for the keys of humility
to help your child receive what I'm doing in his
life and the lessons I'm trying to teach him. For
when he accepts the keys of humility | can
open his eyes to what | am doing and guide
him on the path | wish for him.

The Vandari are in fear and trembling of the
keys. All you have to do is reach your hand in
your pocket and rattle the keys and they will
start to tremble and shake. The keys have all
power over them, and as you concentrate your
key power on your children, the Vandari will
flee.

Pray for your child to feel the keys of the Elixir of
Love pouring their soothing balm of love, faith,
and acceptance upon her, and for her to re-
ceive this gift. The Elixir of the Holy Spirit can
help your child find the faith and courage to
humble herself enough to come back into the
fold.
(Jesusspeaking:) TheElixir represents
My Spirit, the Holy Spirit, and all good
things—love, humility, grace, peace, etc.
When one is so proud and has gone so far
astray, pride has become ahuge part of their
life. When they start to want to befree of it,
it's very important for the Elixir to pour in
and fill that empty space so that they don’t
again immediately reach for their pride to
feel “whole.” Thisiswhereyour prayersfor
My Spirit and the Elixir are soimportant, so
that as soon as they make the choice to let
go of their pride, My Spirit is there to fill
them and make them whole again. (End of
message from Jesus.)

The keys of faith will help you over the rough
spots and times when all appears hopeless
regarding the situation with your child and your
relationship with him or her. Claim the keys of
faith to help you rise above and keep going, in
spite of any personal attacks on you by your
children.

The keys will help you to know when to speak
and when to be quiet. They will give you wis-
dom and discernment to know how far to take
a topic and when to let up.

Call on the keys for good communication with
your children, and the keys will be as a watch
before your mouth and as a door to your lips.
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When all seems lost and the situation seems
hopeless, that is when key power comes to the
rescue. The keys will soothe your troubled
spirit, restore your joy and happiness, and give
peace to your mind and heart that everything is
in My hands and | will work things out.

I know it's easy to get frustrated, upset, angry
and offended. When these emotions rise to the
surface and threaten to engulf you, grab on to
the keys of patience, faith, understanding, and
unconditional love, and they will come through
for you and calm your troubled spirit.

Condemnation and guilt are not of Me, and
when you are feeling overwhelmed by them, it
is a sure sign the Enemy is throwing fiery darts
at you. Pull out the keys turned to swords and
cut the Enemy down to size and watch him turn
tail and run.

The keys will help you not to compromise your
convictions, and to know the fine balance be-
tween being understanding and sympathetic
and standing up for the truth. They will help you
not to waver or water down your convictions.
But you'll need to claim them with desperation,
especially when in a face-to-face confrontation.

The keys will help you to see things the way |
see them and help regulate your own parental
emotions and feelings. Ask for the keys of
perspective and they will come to your rescue
and open your eyes to the way | see things,
and open your mind to My thoughts.

The power of the keys can enable you to put
the past behind you and go on. They can
supernaturally deliver you from remorse, sad-
ness, or heartache over the past and cause
you to move forward in My Spirit.

The keys will give you insight into your child
and help you know what to say, what to do,
what will help and what will not help in recon-
ciling with your child and restoring the bond of
love between you.

Claim the keys of remembrance, and every
time your children come to mind, the keys of
remembrance will remind you to pray and
claim miracles on their behalf.

Claim the keys of protection for your children
still in the Family, and through your prayers and
the faithful times in the Word they receive, | will
encompass them in a bubble of protection, so
that when the fiery darts of the Enemy are
launched at them, they will just bounce off and
fall to the ground.

When you look at your child’s situation and you
feel yourself wavering, call on the keys of faith
and conviction to help you to see things as |
do, and not as the Enemy would like you to.

Claim My keys of adjustment, and | can help
your children to fit into the new place and role
they have chosen and to be content.

Through the keys, | can communicate with My
children via the helmet they all wear, directing
them to paths of peace and plenty and away
from depravity and danger.

You can influence your departed loved ones for
good through the power of the keys, helping
them to make decisions and choices in
accordance with My will for them.

| can convert the fervent yearning of your heart
for your loved one into help for them as you call
on Me through the power of the keys. | trans-
form your earnest desire and prayer to fill their
greatest need.

No matter how far they stray, | know My sheep
and can deliver and help them as you seek Me,
calling on the keys.

There is a way which seems right unto a man,
but | can direct the wandering youth down the

way which is truly right as you call on the keys
of guidance.
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The prayers of a father or mother wield even
greater power and influence when energized
by the keys of the Kingdom.

Through the power of the keys you can reach
out to every prodigal son or daughter and de-
liver them from the husks, turning their eyes
toward the Father's heavenly house once
again.

The keys can be your lifeline to your struggling
son or daughter, helping them to stay afloat in
an ocean of trials and troubles.

With the power of the keys, all obstacles can
be removed, any spiritual problem can be
overcome, and any hurt or bitterness can be
healed. With My love and your patience and
faith, and with the keys, nothing is impossible.

P.S. Overcoming the Hurts of the Past

234.(Mama:) | received a swest letter from
someonewhoread an advance copy of thisGN,
and |I'm sharing excer pts of it with you, as|
think it will encourageyou that we'real inthis
together. Please do pray for each other; pray
that we'll each have the strength and humility
and love to do al we can to help our children
and to continue on for the Lord.

Dearest Mama,

235. After reading through “Keep the Faith,”
| wanted to let you know what a strength and
blessing these words of encouragement and
conviction were to me. The message from our
dear Husband that was given for the parent who
hadn’t seen his children in 15 years was a tre-
mendous comfort to me and confirmation of the
messagesthat | havereceived fromtheLord over
the years when battling with my kids being out
of the Family and seeing them struggle so. The
battles that ensue, which the Enemy does all he
can to intensify, can almost be unbearable if it
were not for the power of the keysand thelimit-
lessgrace and strength that our dear Love pours
out in these especially trying times.

236. Asit’s been more than five years now
since all my kidsleft, | felt that sharing asmall
part of what | have experienced through the
garden of Gethsemane may be ahelp to others.

237. Inmy situation, |’ ve been very blessed
in that none of my children are antagonistic or
have gone the way of some others down the
road of apostasy. Although some of them have
been contacted by those from the apostate camp
who have encouraged them to join in their anti-
Family activities, they haveremained firmintheir
convictionsto not go down that road, and have

instead opted to move on with their lives by
getting married, having children, and doing the
best they can to use what they learned in the
Family to help them along the path that they
have chosen.

238. Asyou said, Mama: “ Those who have
withstood that and stayed true to what they
know is right deserve atremendous amount of
credit and appreciation ... we' re very proud of
them for choosing to do something productive
with their lives, rather than dwell on the past
and any bitterness they might have.” And | am
also very proud of my kids and pray for them
daily. This is not to say that they don’t have
guestions and even hurts about the past, as do
most children, but they’ ve made the decision to
move on and get on with growing up and be-
coming adults.

239. So as not to make this too long, 1'll
react on just one part of the prophecy to this
dear parent, which says: “| understand that it's
a desire of your heart to be able to show and
proveto your family that you do love them, you
do care, and the only reason you weren’t with
them all these years is because | asked you to
do something else. You didn’t leave your family
withtheattitude of, * Solong!’ You left them with
abroken heart, and you’ ve never stopped think-
ing about them, praying for them, and loving
them. Your kids need to know this. They need to
hear you tell them how it hurt you to haveto go
away, but you only did it in obedience to Me,
because | asked it of you.”

240. Although thismay not apply to every-
one, it certainly did in my situation. | knew |
needed to talk with my kids about the time that
| had been apart from them and the reasons for
doing so, but each timethe“ areas of hurt” came
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to thefore | would simply apologize and try to
move on in the conversation, as it was just too
painful for meto continue. Even when | wasn’t
visiting with my kids, the Enemy would at times
hit me sideways with fiery darts of condem-
nation and remorse when | would think about
them and pray for them. These attacks would
have been overwhelming had it not been for the
prayer and support of those around me, and in
more recent times, the power of the keys.

241. This breakdown in communication
between me and my children was my fault, as|
should have been more desperate in seeking
the Lord for His strength and asking for His
solutions, etc., which | later did, as| knew there
was an answer and | needed it to help do my
part in applying the healing balm of the Lord’s
loveinthelivesof my children.

242. It was at thistime that | went to visit
one of my daughters. Although we had a very
happy and wonderful timetogether, at one point
she again brought up the hurts that she and my
other daughters had been talking about. | was
determined thistimeto seethe situation through
to aresolution as | was desperate to understand
not only what the hurts were, but also to sort
out what was my fault, what wasn't my fault,
and clarify the issues the best | could, as | so
wanted her to understand what had happened
so she could inturn move on and not beweighed
down with al the weights that the Enemy was
putting on her shoulders.

243. After talking about some different situ-
ations and sorting through them, she came to
the issue that was at the heart of her battles,
and that was that she wanted to know whether
during thetime we were apart if | had left with,
asthe prophecy said, the attitude of “ So long!”
and hadn’t really cared about them after that;
had it been my choice to leave them, and why
had | left them; and what wasit that | had needed
to do that was so important?

244, 1t was at this point that | understood
how in the dark my children had been regarding
thetimethat I’ d been away and all the questions
that had been left unanswered in their minds.
God bless them, even though the hurt was so
deep, they still continued to love me anyway.

As the Lord said, “Deep down in each on€e's
heart they love you dearly.”

245. By God'sgrace | explained al | could
of what had happened during that time, how
much | still had loved and prayed for them, the
choice | had made to put the Lord’s work first
eventhough it had been very difficult to be away
from them, what the L ord’ swork wasat that time,
and the reason | needed to be away, etc.

246. After explaining the situation to her, |
could seeatremendous burden being lifted from
her heart. It wasn't that the hurt was immedi-
ately healed, but at least she now had her ques-
tions answered and she was able to then pray
and sort things out in her heart so she could
move on without the burden that she had previ-
ously been carrying. Later | found out that she
had discussed our conversation with my other
children, which was also ahelp to them.

247. To conclude, | want to say that al-
though it hasn’t always been easy to trust the
Lord for my children, and the battles have been
very intense at times, | have never regretted the
decision to put the Lord and His service first,
trusting Himto carefor HisOwn (and my own) as
only Hecando. AsHesaid, “You'vegivenevery-
thing to Me and not held back anything that
I’ve asked of you. You've not only given Me
your life, your service and talents, but you put
your own beloved children on the altar before
Me. So, likeAbraham of old, havefaith and trust
that | will givethem back toyouin My time.”

248. When praying about it further, the Lord
said that it was because of my decision to remain
in Hishighest will for methat my children were
doing so well and that enabled Him to in turn
keep, protect, and prosper them asHehassofaith-
fully done—Just the opposite of what would
seemto bethelogical solution to such asituation.

249. One last point isto stay in touch with
your children, even if you have to snail-mail
your letters, birthday gifts, etc. It makessuch a
differencein our children’s happiness and con-
tinuing to feel close and cared for, which all of
us parents want for our kids.

250. Anyway, | just wanted to sharethat as
a confirmation to all the counsel that the Lord
and you gavein thisvery needed GN. B
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